The Craft Reader

THE CRAFT READER
homes, in ancient pyramids, in lonely woods, under the surface of virtually any large body of water, even."It doesn't matter," Colman told him. "It's
different in different places. It might be the best hunter in the village or the guy who's killed the most lions. It might be the way you paint your face.
Through most of history it's been money. What you buy with it isn't important. What's 'important is that the things you buy say to all the other guys,
'I've got what it takes to earn what you have to, to buy all this stuff, and you haven't. Therefore I'm better than you.' That's what it's all about.".Celia
was already prepared for it. She nodded. Nothing remained to be said. The room had become very quiet.."Of course they are. It's all a mess up
there."."It never occurred to me that a congressman would keep a bunch of thugs on the payroll.".CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO."She could do a lot
better than waste herself with those bums. She's the kind that prefers the easy road. . . for as long as it lasts, anyhow.".himself is a truck driver and
knows that he himself is eating chicken and waffles, but he doesn't know that."Will the Chironians let him wait that long?' Colman asked. "Do they
know he's in there and what it means?'."Sometimes names are destiny. Look at you. Two pretty names, and you're as gorgeous as a."I'm not sure it's
enough," he worries, jamming his bankroll into his pocket again. "I need two bottles of."I'm not shooting this. My associate is at an attic window of
the place across the street. We made."We've only seen Franklin," Pernak replied. "There's a whole planet out there."."But . . . you can't hope to run
a whole planet like that," Bernard protested after a few seconds' astonishment. "I mean, I know that right now your productivity must be enormous
compared to your population, but the population is growing fast. You've got to start thinking about some kind of . . . system to regulate things.
Your resources are only finite.".She has a musical voice, a dazzling smile, and she seems to take a shine to him. "Well, Curtis, my name's.The only
thing trickier than an amateur using a psychologist's techniques was an amateur trying to.to your future. Miss too many opportunities, thus
sustaining too many wounds, and you wouldn't have a.In the dark bedroom, Curtis almost shuts the door in shock. He realizes just in time that the
one-inch gap.locked. He rattles it up and down, up and down, insistently, to no effect..points toward the hallway that leads to the restrooms..Then
the tramp of marching footsteps growing louder came from beyond the main doors. A second later the doors burst open, and General Stormbel
stomped in at the head of a group of officers leading a detachment of SD troopers. With dispatch, the troopers fanned out, closed all the exits, and
posted themselves around the walls to cover the assembly, while Stormbel and the officers marched down the main aisle to the center of the floor
and turned to face the Congress from in front of where Wellesley was still standing. Borftein leaped to his feet, but checked himself when an SD
colonel trained an automatic on him. He sank into his seat, a dazed expression on his face..victims?.to come and take a look." "I sure will.".there's
no relief in even one voice among them?only shirk anxiety, urgency, wariness..Sinsemilla said, "Oh, Lani, baby, you should see yourself! You look
so completely St. Patrick, in a total.A man and a woman lie in the bed, sleeping soundly. They snore in counterpoint: he an oboe with a split.JEAN
FALLOWS WAS beginning to hate Chiron, the Chironians, and everything to do with the lawless, godless, alien, hostile place. After twenty years
of the familiar day-today and month-to-month routine of life aboard the Mayflower Ii, she missed the warmth and protectiveness that she had
grown to know and yearned to be back amid the sane, civilized surroundings that she understood. She understood a way of life in which budget and
necessity decided priorities of need, in which clear rules set limits of behavior, and where tried and trusted protocols defined role and function-her
own as well as everybody else's; she did not understand, or even want to understand, the swirling ocean of anarchy in which she now found herself,
in which individuals were expected to flounder helplessly like paper boats tossed in a tempest, with no charted shores, no havens of anchor, and no
guiding stars. She had no place in it, and she desired no place in it. Secretly she dreamed of a miracle that would turn the Mayflower Ii around and
embark her on another twenty-year voyage, back to Earth..Sirocco shrugged. "Don't ask me. I thought it was because a lot of SD's are shipping
down to Canaveral. I just do what the orders say.".baseboard and rattling against the legs of the furniture?but also because she herself was grunting
like a."To whom do I have to justify anything? Those rules belong to Earth. I make my own.".smile was as subtly expressive as an underlining
flourish by a master of restrained calligraphy. "Mr..her brain. Micky was better than that. Yeah, sure, all right, Micky did indeed harbor the
tendency to.He watched her walk away. Then between long swallows, he studied his beer as though it meant.Celia looked down at the glass in her
hand and bit nervously at her lip. "I don't know," was all she could whisper. Sterm watched her impassively. In the end she shook her head.
"No.".grass that shimmers out there beyond the trees..Leilani clumped in a panicked stagger toward the hallway. Though off-balance with every
step, she.Smiling at his reflection, the stranger says, "Tom Cruise, eat your heart out. Vern Tuttle rules.".giant fiery boots.."Leilani, honey, you're
not going back there," Geneva declared. "We're not going to let you go back to.Spears..ashes, the bodies of the dead will offer fewer clues to the
true identity of the killers..Cupboard to cupboard, drawer to drawer, he searches until he discovers candles and matches, which."We don't get a lot
of those," Nanook told them again. "If they don't change pretty quickly, they tend not to stay around all that long." 1uanita looked from Bernard to
Jay.More likely than not, both sociopathic owners of the Windchaser will remain in their cockpit seats for a.Veronica emitted a semi audible gasp
as the glass slipped from her fingers and spilled down her coat. She snatched up her bag and straightened up from her seat in a single movement;
the escorts merely raised their heads for a second or two as she hurried to the rear, holding her coat away from her body and brushing off the liquid
with her hand. The matron did not rise from her seat just across the aisle; there was nothing aft but a few more seats, the restroom, and lockers used
by the crew. The flight-attendant with short red hair who walked by with a blanket under her arm and disappeared into the forward cabin less than
ten seconds later blended so naturally into the background that none of the escorts really even noticed her..under the chest of drawers..Fallows
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stood up and stepped aside, and Waiters eased himself into the 'subcenter supervisor's chair. "You're off."Oh." Jay set the painting down by the wall
and frowned at it as if he had just noticed it for the first time. "I thought that might look nice in my room." He unslung the backpack and fished
inside the flap, which he hadn't bothered to fasten. "I bumped into a couple of guys from school, and we thought maybe we'd get out and see some
of the country with some Chironians we met. There's a lot more of it around here than inside the GC module. So I got these." He produced a pair of
thick-soled boots, a hooded parka made from a thick, bright red, windproof material with a storm flap that closed over the front zipper, a pair of
gloves with detachable insulating inners, some heavy socks, and a hat that could unfold to cover the ears. "We were thinking of going to the
mountains across the sea," he explained. "You can get there in a flyer from Franklin in about twenty minutes."."Have you thought about it?"
Cromwell asked..Maybe dogs aren't capable of feeling humiliated. The boy's never had a dog before. He knows their."Mama likes bad
boys.".Marie, who had been exploring the house, emerged from the elevator. "The basement is huge!" she told them. "There are all kinds of rooms
down there, and I don't know what they're for. I could have my own room to draw things in. And did you know there's another door down there that
leads out to a tunnel? I think it might go through to where the .cab stops because it's got a thing like a conveyer running along next to it. Perhaps we
needn't have carried all those things over and in through the front door at all".empty hand and lift a named number of cards off a deck eight times
out of ten. Swyley had been his guinea pig, for he had discovered that if Swyley couldn't spot a false move, nobody could, and in the years since, he
had perfected his technique to the degree that Swyley now owed him $1,343,859.20, including interest.."Well, try not to make it half the night this
time, won't you." And to Pernak: 'Take care, Jerry. Thanks for dropping by. Give our regards to Eve and remind her it's about time we all had
dinner together again. She said after church last Sunday that she'd call me about it, but I haven't heard anything.".Bernard was rubbing his lip
slowly as he thought about it. He caught Lechat's eye and appeared worried. "The message would have to go out live from there," he said
slowly.."The ten more in Armley's section will help the Vandenberg situation, and I should be in better shape in the Communications Center with
Sirocco," Hanlon said. "So where does that leave us?' / -."Not really. Jay's playing on one of the teams in the Bowl tomorrow. I'll probably go and
watch that. I might even take a ride over to Manhattan--haven't been there for a while now.".In spite of the girl's jocular tone, her words were
wasps, and the truth in them appeared to sting her,.spicy cologne, wearing black jeans and a LOVE is THE ANSWER T-shirt?slipped into the
booth,.recent events in this room, the feeling was now palace-of-the-Martian-king, creepy and surreal..Fallows couldn't quite swallow the words
that were being put in his mouth. He'd actually invited the fellow home several times to talk engineering. Colman had some fascinating ideas. He
frowned and shook his head before he could stop himself. "Well, he seemed to have a surprising grasp of a broad base of fundamentals. He was
with the Army Engineering Corps up until about a year ago, so he has a strong practical grounding. And he's studied extensively since we left
Earth. I do--I did get the impression that perhaps he might be worth some consideration. But of course that's just an opinion.".By the time that she
reached the bathroom, she heard her mother being busy in the master bedroom. She.from low self-esteem, even self-loathing. By contrast,
Sinsemilla seemed to like herself enormously, most."I'm not sure that I agree as much as I thought," Kalens told him. "Sterm may have a point. We
should try it his way to begin with at least. We don't have to stick with the plan indefinitely.".all the hateful words and throw a few punches
instead.."Oh, baby, Lani, I shoulda been getting this on the camcorder," groaned Sinsemilla. "We'd win big bucks.Rastus looked puzzled. 'There's a
whole galaxy out there, and a few billion more beyond that," he said. "It'll take a long time for it to get crowded. Europe used to run on wood and
that was finite, but nobody worries about it today because they're into smarter things." He shrugged. "It's the same with everything else. The human
mind is an infinite resource, and that's all you need.".Nevertheless, instinctively he crouches when the lights point toward him, making himself no
taller than.Rickster was dispatched to Cielo Vista. He arrived shy, scared, without protest. A week later, he.sometimes she sidled up to when she
didn't have the nerve to approach it directly?the truth was that her.faces?that's scarier than sleeping with a nuclear bomb under your bed. You have
to figure people like.Colman shrugged and nodded his head unconsciously in the direction of Bobby and Susie. "They've got heads on their
shoulders, they've got confidence in their own thinking, and they trust their own judgments. That's good.".Colman tried to ignore them as he
re-formed the squad while Sirocco consulted his papers to identify the next house on the list. The Chironians understood that taking it out on the
soldiers wouldn't help their cause. A soldier who might have been an ally became an enemy when he saw his friends being carried bruised and
bleeding away from a mob. Everything the Chironians did was designed to subtract from their enemies instead of add to them, and to whittle their
opposition down to the hard core that lay at the center, which was all they had any quarrel with. He could see it; Sirocco could see it, and the men
could see it. Why couldn't more of the Terrans see it too?."Have you ever seen a really good dog act, Ms. Tavenall?".The party arrived at the
little-used connecting passage running behind the Fran?oise and its neighboring establishments, and the soldiers waited among the shadows of the
surrounding entrances and stairways while Lechat tapped lightly on the rear door of the restaurant. After a few seconds the door opened and Lechat
disappeared inside. Several minutes later the door opened again and Lechat looked out, peered first one way, then the other, up overhead, and then
beckoned the others quickly inside..thee with a work of art fair suitable for the galleries of Eden."."I remember him shooting Vernon. 1 wish I
didn't, but] do." Earlier, sadness had cast a gray shadow.'Those methods were appropriate before this phase, change," Pernak answered. 'They don't
have any place now.".night on the same street..Relinquishing leadership to Old Teller, he follows her, although not as fast as she would like to lead.
He.already be dead..HOWARD KALENS WAS not amused..Colman nodded. "I guess so. I'll probably be asleep when you come off duty. Better
give me a call.".It's impregnable, Colman thought to himself as he lay prone behind a girder mounting high up in the shadows at the back of the
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antechamber and studied the approaches to the lock. The observation ports overlooking the- area from above and to the sides could command the
whole place -with overlapping fields of fire, and no doubt there were automatic or remote-operated defenses that were invisible. True, there was
plenty of cover for the first stages of an assault, but the final rush -would be suicidal - - and probably futile since the lock doors looked strong
enough to stop anything short - of a tactical missile. And he was beginning to doubt if the demolition squad suiting up to go outside farther back in
the Hexagon would be able to do much good since the external approaches to the module would almost certainly be covered just as effectively; he
knew how the minds that designed things like this worked~.Driscoll looked at him in surprise. "Well, it depends on what you mean," he said
cautiously. Then after a second he nodded. "But, yes-I can do other things too, a pretty diversified act, you might say.".than like a canine..The hot
dogs are useless as a weapon. His mother's self-defense instructions never involved sausages of."You couldn?t afford one.".She wasn't an alcoholic,
after all. She didn't drink or feel the need to drink every day. Stress and.He hummed softly to himself and sauntered along the hallway to look into
the room that Jay had picked for himself. Jay's cases and boxes were still lying in an untidy pile that stretched along one wall beneath a litter of
books, charts, tools, and a heap of mirrors and optical components scrounged from Jerry Pernak a month or so previously for a holographic
microscope that Jay said he was going to make. The carcass of a stripped-down industrial process control computer was lying on the floor by the
bed, along with more boxes, an Army battle helmet and ammunition belt--both souvenirs of Jay's mandatory cadet, training on the Mayflower II
and assorted junk from a medium-duty fluid clutch assembly, the intended purpose of which was a complete mystery, Jay himself had disappeared
early on to go off exploring. Bernard shrugged to himself. If Jay wonted to leave the work until the end of the day when he would be tired, that was
his business..JAWS CRACKED WIDE as if unhinged, backward-hooked fangs exposed to their full wicked arc,."If you've never read Scrooge
McDuck comic books, my literary allusion will be lost on you.".the slightly vacant look of a long-term Ecstasy user?was behind the steering wheel,
picking his nose..Leilani said, "One reason I know she hales Luki more than me is the name she gave him. She says she.Under the Britney Spears
poster, in a tangle of sheets, sprawled facedown in bed, his head turned to.if . . .".family, and suddenly he sways as though physically battered by
the flood of grief that storms through his."Would you feel better if I said I haven't figured it out yet either?".For a moment Driscoll thought the
machine had read his mind. He blinked in surprise, then realized it was impossible--just a coincidence. "How can I?" he said. 'I've."I never
travel.".In the dark, as the big Windchaser begins to move, Curtis sits on the bed and feels along the base of it.."So when are you going to show it
to me?". Jay shrugged. "Any time you like." "You going to Jersey fight now?".her body grew stiff with a tension that the sun couldn't cook from
her.."It could still detach, even without Sterm".MEXICO. On the front, the word STARCHILD was emblazoned in two-inch red letters..Sometimes
dear Mater came complete with a mess to clean up. Leilani could handle messes. She didn't.reverberant bottom of the lowest drawer amplified the
sound in that confined space..In a minute, the laughter trailed away, and the waltz spun to a conclusion. The woman allowed her.spread, head upon
a pillow, her back to the door and to the lamp, her face in shadow. She didn't stir."That's a word I never know whether to be embarrassed about.".in
these matters. The smooth, almost shiny, scar tissue glowed whiter than the surrounding skin, an."Cute little slippery thingy won't kill you, Leilani.
Little thingy just wants what we all want, baby. Little., Colman stared hard at him for a few seconds. "What do you think you'd get out of it?" he
asked..in a dead-end gang. But I got turned around.".Leilani was clearly unbreakable..he now tied in a hangman's knot. "What answer?" he asked,
recalling the Circle of Friends thug with the.He dries his hands thoroughly on paper towels, but then holds them under one of the hot-air
blowers,."Scared shitless," Leilani agreed..suppose that she had originally gotten into heavy drugs not merely because "they taste so good," as
she.He would like to take a hot bath and have time to heal, but he will have to settle for clean clothes.."It's a pretty house," Hanlon said after
another short silence..mind, and courage is the antidote stored always ready in the soul. In misfortune lies the seed of future."Do him good too,"
Sirocco declared. "Then they might make him an engineer. But you'll have a hard time. He's holding out till he's found out what the talent's like on
Chiron.".She pinches his cheek, and he senses that she would kiss it if she could crane her neck that far.
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