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The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to
his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out the knife, offered to
cut off his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his blood and we be rid of
him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings with]
this youth, for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and
except ye desist from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and that the youth is
guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit
him to me and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him and he took him
from their hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk twice and if they
lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for thee (26) and
answered prayer." (27).? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cix.TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE BRESLAU (TUNIS)EDITION OF THE
ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..Then she arose and returned to her chamber..? ? ? ? ? Yet
with perfidiousness (sure Fortune's self as thou Ne'er so perfidious was) my love thou didst requite.? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be
hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's caprices, in his pride..Here Queen Es Shuhba bade them farewell and taking her troops,
returned to her palace, whilst the kings also went away to their abodes and the Sheikh Aboultawaif addressed himself to divert Tuhfeh till nightfall,
when he mounted her on the back of one of the Afrits and bade other thirty gather together all that she had gotten of treasure and raiment and
jewels and dresses of honour. [Then they flew off,] whilst Iblis went with her, and in less than the twinkling of an eye he set her down in her
sleeping-chamber. Then he and those who were with him took leave of her and went away. When Tuhfeh found herself in her own chamber and on
her couch, her reason fled for joy and it seemed to her as if she had never stirred thence. Then she took the lute and tuned it and touched it on
wondrous wise and improvised verses and sang..When the evening evened, the king withdrew to his privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the
vizier. When he presented himself before him, he said to him, "Tell me the story of the wealthy man who married his daughter to the poor old
man." "It is well," answered the vizier. "Know, O puissant king, that.Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and
Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which God increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the
Hejaz (56) and was a youth without hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk
made way for him and the king seated him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and
spoke not to any; whereby his father knew that his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories,
such as beseem the assemblies of kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still
abode with his head bowed down. Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to
him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the
boon-companions. What is the cause of this?".Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183.? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face, My life is perished
with desire straightway..Hardly had we settled ourselves in the place when we heard a noise of kicking [at the door] and people running right and
left and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath any one passed by thee?" "Nay," answered he; "none hath passed by me." But they ceased not to go
round about the shop till the day broke, when they turned back, disappointed. Then the cook removed the grass and said to us, "Arise, for ye are
delivered from death." So we arose, and we were uncovered, without mantle or veil; but the cook carried us up into his house and we sent to our
lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto God the Most High and renounced singing, (138) for indeed this was a great deliverance after
stress.'.King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..Thirteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 181..The company marvelled at this story and said all, 'Woe to
the oppressor!' Then came forward the sixteenth officer and said, 'And I also will tell you a marvellous story, and it is on this wise..There was once
of old time a foolish, ignorant man, who had wealth galore, and his wife was a fair woman, who loved a handsome youth. The latter used to watch
for her husband's absence and come to her, and on this wise he abode a long while. One day, as the woman was private with her lover, he said to
her, 'O my lady and my beloved, if thou desire me and love me, give me possession of thyself and accomplish my need in thy husband's presence;
else will I never again come to thee nor draw near thee, what while I abide on life.' Now she loved him with an exceeding love and could not brook
his separation an hour nor could endure to vex him; so, when she heard his words, she said to him, ['So be it,] in God's name, O my beloved and
solace of mine eyes, may he not live who would vex thee!' Quoth he, 'To-day?' And she said, 'Yes, by thy life,' and appointed him of this..? ? ? ? ?
Whilere, the verses that I made it was thy wont to flout, Saying, "No passer by the way (105) hath part in me or mine..In every rejoicing a boon
(240) midst the singers and minstrels am I, ii. 258.The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent
gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and
caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been
preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his
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heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..As for the king, he arose in haste and disguising himself, repaired to the
house of Firouz and knocked at the door. Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who is at the door?" And he answered, saying, "I am the king, thy husband's
master." So she opened the door and he entered and sat down, saying, "We are come to visit thee." Quoth she, "I seek refuge [with God] from this
visitation, for indeed I deem not well thereof." And the king said, "O desire of hearts, I am thy husband's master and methinks thou knowest me
not." "Nay," answered she, "I know thee, O my lord and master, and I know thy purpose and that which thou seekest and that thou art my husband's
lord. I understand what thou wishest, and indeed the poet hath forestalled thee in his saying of the following verses, in reference to thy case:.? ? ? ?
? So arise, by your lives I conjure you, arise And come let us fare to our loved ones away..Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun el Hakim bi
Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the, iii. 171..Women's Craft, ii. 287..? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that my place I must forsake, Do solace
me with beds, whereon at ease I lie..Presently, the princess turned to her maid and bade her fetch them somewhat of food and sweetmeats and
dessert and fruits. So Shefikeh brought what she desired and they ate and drank [and abode on this wise] without lewdness, till the night departed
and the day came. Then said El Abbas, "Indeed, the day is come. Shall I go to my father and bid him go to thy father and seek thee of him in
marriage for me, in accordance with the Book of God the Most High and the Institutes of His Apostle (whom may He bless and keep!) so we may
not enter into transgression?" And Mariyeh answered, saying, "By Allah, it is well counselled of thee!" So he went away to his lodging and nought
befell between them; and when the day lightened, she improvised and recited the following verses:.The Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh laughed and
returned to the palace; and he gave Aboulhusn the thousand dinars, saying, "Take them as a thank-offering for thy preservation from death," whilst
the princess did the like with Nuzhet el Fuad. Moreover, the Khalif increased Aboulhusn in his stipends and allowances, and he [and his wife]
ceased not [to live] in joy and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who layeth waste the
palaces and peopleth the tombs..Bekhtzeman, Story of King, i. 115..? ? ? ? ? My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare My basil,
(131) lily mine, to be the myrtles of thy hair..Then he called Sitt el Milah and said to her, "The house [wherein thou lodgest] and that which is
therein Is a guerdon [from me] to thy lord. So do thou take him and depart with him in the safeguard of God the Most High; but absent not
yourselves from our presence." [So she went forth with Noureddin and] when she came to the house, she found that the Commander of the Faithful
had sent them gifts galore and abundance of good things. As for Noureddin, he sent for his father and mother and appointed him agents and factors
in the city of Damascus, to take the rent of the houses and gardens and khans and baths; and they occupied themselves with collecting that which
accrued to him and sending it to him every year. Meanwhile, his father and mother came to him, with that which they had of monies and treasures
and merchandise, and foregathering with their son, saw that he was become of the chief officers of the Commander of the Faithful and of the
number of his session-mates and entertainers, wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him and he also rejoiced in them..Then Ishac went forth of
the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him]; and they walked till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the
boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took
her and carried her to the bath. Then each damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she
redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on the night of its full. When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to
him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls had done with her and thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the
house of instruction and bring her instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health
and weal!' So there passed over her three months, what while she abode with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments
of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was vouchsafed health and soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her
pallor was changed to white and red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked on her..36. The Mock Khalif dxliii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef.
Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say, iii. 36..Presently, the old woman came in to her and
saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head, weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath
betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O
my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what
Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the
Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour
came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said
to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which
hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered, and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had lived!".Officer's Story, the
Eighth, ii. 155..Now there was in the house a fair singing-girl and when she saw the singer pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited till the
Persian lay down on his couch, when she arose and going to the singer, fell to condoling with him over what had betided him and ogling him and
handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose on end. Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive me and I will loose thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee
again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do, and
thou standing; and when I have done, I will loose thee.' So saying, she pulled up her clothes and sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to going and
coming..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story (237) lxiv.So the prince's father and his uncle and his mother and the grandees of the realm repaired to
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his tomb and the princess made lamentation over him, crying aloud. She abode by the tomb a whole month; then she let fetch painters and caused
them limn her portraiture and that of the king's son. Moreover, she set down in writing their story and that which had befallen them of perils and
afflictions and set it [together with the pictures], at the head of the tomb; and after a little, they departed from the place. Nor," added the vizier, "is
this more extraordinary, O king of the age, than the story of the fuller and his wife and the trooper and what passed between them.".? ? ? ? ? To
Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..Old Sharper, Story of the, ii.
187..Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I have a
king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..When El Muradi heard of his release, he betook himself to the chief of the police and said to him, "O
our lord, we are not assured from yonder youth, [the Damascene], for that he hath been released from prison and we fear lest he complain of us."
Quoth the prefect, "How shall we do?" And El Muradi answered, saying, "I will cast him into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not to follow the
young Damascene from place to place till he came up with him in a strait place and a by-street without an issue; whereupon he accosted him and
putting a rope about his neck, cried out, saying, "A thief!" The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell to beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst
he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and El Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the Commander of the Faithful released thee and
to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts of the folk were hardened against him and El Muradi carried him to the master of police, who bade cut off his
hand..48. Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.? ? ? ? ? Hence on the morrow forth I fare and leave your land behind; So take
your leave of us nor fear mishap or ill event..They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up
came the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door
opened and knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth
[first] to God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door.
When the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she
arose and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,'
answered he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.? ? ? ? ? But deemed yourself secure from every changing chance Nor recked the ebb and flow
of Fortune's treacherous tide..? ? ? ? ? His sides the tamarisk's slenderness deride, so lithe they are, Whence for conceit in his own charms still
drunken doth he fare..I marvelled at this with the utmost wonderment and knew that he was of the sons of the pious. So I bestirred myself for his
release and tended him [till he recovered] and besought him of quittance and absolution of responsibility.'.Fortune its arrows all, through him I
love, let fly, iii. 31..? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds
upon the Reckoning-Day!.? ? ? ? ? Great in delight, beloved mine, your presence is with me; Yet greater still the miseries of parting and its
bane..The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave not over running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn
saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given
credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to
be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down and stretched himself out, and she covered him
and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..? ? ? ? ? Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be My saying of a knave, his
fashion and degree?.86. Omar ben el Khettab and the Young Bedouin cccxcv.Accordingly the nurse returned to El Abbas, without letter or answer;
and when she came in to him, he saw that she was troubled and noted the marks of chagrin on her face; so he said to her, "What is this plight?"
Quoth she, "I cannot set out to thee that which Mariyeh said; for indeed she charged me return to thee without letter or answer." "O nurse of kings,"
rejoined El Abbas, "I would have thee carry her this letter and return not to her without it." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? b. The Cook's Story (238) cxxi.? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself presenteth veiled Is not her like who naked comes with
thee to intercede.'.For the uses of food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How shall we do in the matter of
yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and more, and we know not if he
be a sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him, "What is the worth of these
with thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and none may avail to price them
with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last, and she said, "By Allah, the
claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him to his assembly, nor hath he
seated him on his left hand.".As for that which hath befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their women have played
them false, for all they were greater of puissance than thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If I would, I could relate
unto thee, O king, concerning the wiles of women, that whereof I could not make an end all my life long; and indeed, aforetime, in all these my
nights that I have passed before thee, I have told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their craft and perfidy; but
indeed the things abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like thee, O king, I will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of
the perfidy of their women and of the calamities which overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening
and obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke as follows:.100. The Rogueries
of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcclvi.4. The Three Apples xix.So he left her and slept his night and on the morrow
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he repaired to the shop of his friend the druggist and saluted him. The other welcomed him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he told him
how he had fared, till he came to the mention of the woman's husband, when he said, 'Then came the cuckold her husband and she clapped me into
the chest and shut the lid on me, whilst her addlepated pimp of a husband went round about the house, top and bottom; and when he had gone his
way, we returned to what we were about.' With this, the druggist was certified that the house was his house and the wife his wife, and he said, 'And
what wilt thou do to-day?' Quoth the singer, 'I shall return to her and weave for her and full her yarn, (198) and I came but to thank thee for thy
dealing with me.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.121. The Devout Platter-maker and his Wife cccclxviii.The Cadi was
perplexed and knew that constraint was not permitted of the law; (269) so he spoke the young merchant fair and said to him, "Protect me, (270) so
may God protect thee. If thou divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to me till the end of time." Then his rage got the better of him and he said to
him, "An thou divorce her not with a good grace, I will bid strike off thy head forthright and slay myself; rather flame (271) than shame." The
merchant bethought himself awhile, then divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and on this wise he delivered himself from that vexation.
Then he returned to his shop and sought in marriage of her father her who had played him the trick aforesaid and who was the daughter of the chief
of the guild of the blacksmiths. So he took her to wife and they abode with each other and lived the most solaceful of lives, in all prosperity and
contentment and joyance, till the day of death; and God [alone] is All-Knowing..Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who married his
Fair, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be said, Of life and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..Quoth the king, 'Verily, thou
makest me long to see him. Canst thou not bring us together?' 'With all my heart,' answered the husbandman, and the king sat with him till he had
made an end of his tillage, when he carried him to his dwelling-place and brought him in company with the other stranger, aud behold, it was his
vizier. When they saw each other, they wept and embraced, and the husbandman wept for their weeping; but the king concealed their affair and
said to him, 'This is a man from my country and he is as my brother.' So they abode with the husbandman and helped him for a wage, wherewith
they supported themselves a long while. Meanwhile, they sought news of their country and learned that which its people suffered of straitness and
oppression..A certain singing-woman was fair of favour and high in repute, and it befell one day that she went out apleasuring. As she sat, (133)
behold, a man lopped of the hand stopped to beg of her, and he entered in at the door. Then he touched her with his stump, saying, "Charity, for the
love of God!" but she answered, "God open [on thee the gate of subsistence]!" and reviled him. Some days after this, there came to her a messenger
and gave her the hire of her going forth. (134) So she took with her a handmaid and an accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the appointed
place, the messenger brought her into a long passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So (quoth she) we entered and found none therein, but saw
the [place made ready for an] entertainment with candles and wine and dessert, and in another place we saw food and in a third beds..? ? ? ? ? In
every rejoicing a boon (232) midst the singers and minstrels am I;.The queen drank off her cup and bestowed on Tuhfeh a dress of cloth-of-pearl,
fringed with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a tray wherein were ten thousand dinars..As for the governor, he wasted all that was
with him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and excused himself to him. Then he questioned him of what had befallen him and he
told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship with him; but the youth ceased to have regard for him and gave him not stipends, as
of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When the governor saw that there was no profit for him with the young
Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told him what the chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay the latter
and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to drink of poison and return. So the king sent for the chamberlain and
upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew him..The Twenty-fifth Night
of the Month..9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.? ? ? ? ? The wine was sweet to us to drink in pleasance and repose, And in a
garden of the garths of Paradise we lay,.Now this learned man had a wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit and
understanding and the lover cast about for a device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him, as a secret, what he
had seen of the learned man's wife and confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she
was distinguished to the utterest for chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her,
[firstly,] because the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is
wanting but thy help.' Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit
with the learned man and that, when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon
this and Khelbes entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced
and was content to pay the two dirhems..? ? ? ? ? g. The Fuller and his Wife dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I;
Amongst the fragrant flow'rets there's none with me can vie..The Khalif assigned them pensions and allowances and as for Noureddin, his father
brought him those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became the richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left not
the presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live the
most delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to the
mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he carried them forth and shrouded them and buried and made them expiations
and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and became like unto moons, and he reared them in splendour and fondness, what while his wealth
waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his slave-girl Sitt el
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Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of
Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This is all that hath come down to us of their story..There came one day
an old woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of precious workmanship, containing trinkets, and she was accompanied by a damsel great with
child. The old woman sat down at the shop of a draper and giving him to know that the damsel was with child by the prefect of police of the city,
took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a thousand dinars and deposited with him the casket as security. [She opened the casket and] showed
him that which was therein; and he found it full of trinkets [apparently] of price; [so he trusted her with the goods] and she took leave of him and
carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who was with her, [went her way]. Then the old woman was absent from him a great while, and when her absence
was prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so he went up to the prefect's house and enquired of the woman of his household, [who had taken his
stuffs on credit;] but could get no tidings of her nor lit on aught of her trace..The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.[Aforetime] I journeyed in
[many] lands and climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the
last of my life, I entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now
that city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and
[did away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a
younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they
yearned unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..So he arose and taking his weaving gear, sold it
and bought with the price drugs and simples and wrought himself a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to a certain village, where they
took up their abode. Then the man donned a physician's habit and fell to going round about the hamlets and villages and country parts; and he
began to earn his living and make gain. Their affairs prospered and their case was bettered; wherefore they praised God for their present ease and
the village became to them a home..? ? ? ? ? Make drink your usance in my company And flout the time that languishing doth go..? ? ? ? ? a. Story
of Prince Seif el Mulouk and the Princess Bediya el Jemal dcclviii.? ? ? ? ? Then get thee gone nor covet that which thou shall ne'er obtain; So shall
it be, although the time seem near and the event..Then we sat down on the edge of the estrade and presently I espied a closet beside me; so I looked
into it and my friend said to me, 'What seest thou?' Quoth I, 'I see therein good galore and bodies of murdered folk. Look.' So he looked and said,
'By Allah, we are lost men!' And we fell a-weeping, I and he. As we were thus, behold, there came in upon us, by the door at which we had entered,
four naked men, with girdles of leather about their middles, and made for my friend. He ran at them and dealing one of them a buffet, overthrew
him, whereupon the other three fell all upon him. I seized the opportunity to escape, what while they were occupied with him, and espying a door
by my side, slipped into it and found myself in an underground chamber, without window or other issue. So I gave myself up for lost and said,
'There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' Then I looked to the top of the vault and saw in it a range of glazed
lunettes; so I clambered up for dear life, till I reached the lunettes, and I distracted [for fear]. I made shift to break the glass and scrambling out
through the frames, found a wall behind them. So I bestrode the wall and saw folk walking in the road; whereupon I cast myself down to the
ground and God the Most High preserved me, so that I reached the earth, unhurt. The folk flocked round me and I acquainted them with my
story..As they were thus engaged, behold, up came the dancers and mountebanks, with their pipes and drums, whilst one of their number forewent
them, with a great banner in his hand, and played all manner antics with his voice and limbs. When they came to the Courthouse, the Cadi
exclaimed, "I seek refuge with God from yonder Satans!" And the merchant laughed, but said nothing. Then they entered and saluting his highness
the Cadi, kissed Alaeddin's hands and said, "God's blessing on thee, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou solacest our eyes in that which thou dost, and
we beseech God to cause the glory of our lord the Cadi to endure, who hath honoured us by admitting thee to his alliance and allotted us a part in
his high rank and dignity." When the Cadi heard this talk, it bewildered his wit and he was confounded and his face flushed with anger and he said
to his son-in-law, "What words are these?" Quoth the merchant, "Knowest thou not, O my lord, that I am of this tribe? Indeed this man is the son of
my mother's brother and that other the son of my father's brother, and I am only reckoned of the merchants [by courtesy]!".So the wicked man
attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom became disordered, by dint of ill governance,
and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty of his [late]
skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he sent after him and brought him and the wicked man
before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them leave to talk and dispute and forbade the
wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised God the Most High and lauded Him and glorified
Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and overcame him and put him to silence; nor did he cease from
him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he had believed..[When] Hudheifeh [saw him], he
cried out to him, saying, "Haste thee not, O youth! Who art thou of the folk?" And he answered, "I am Saad [ibn] el Wakidi, commander of the host
of King Ins, and but that thou vauntedst thyself in challenging me, I had not come forth to thee; for that thou art not of my peers neither art counted
equal to me in prowess and canst not avail against my onslaught. Wherefore prepare thee for departure, (73) seeing that there abideth but a little of
thy life." When Hudheifeh heard this his speech, he threw himself backward, (74) as if in mockery of him, whereat El Abbas was wroth and called
out to him, saying, "O Hudheifeh, guard thyself against me." Then he rushed upon him, as he were a swooper of the Jinn, (75) and Hudheifeh met
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him and they wheeled about a long while..Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret things,) that.Tither, The
Unjust King and the, i. 273..STORY OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB AND ?THE KHALIF HAROUN ER RESHID.."There was once,
of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit
with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own
goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King
Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to
him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter
she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..Journeyman and
the Girl, The, ii. 17..One day, as I stood in my shop, there came up to me a woman and stopped before me; and she as she were the full moon rising
from among the stars, and the place was illumined by her light. When I saw her, I fixed my eyes on her and stared in her face; and she bespoke me
with soft speech. When I heard her words and the sweetness of her speech, I lusted after her; and when she saw that I lusted after her, she did her
occasion and promising me [to come again], went away, leaving my mind occupied with her and fire kindled in my heart. Then I abode, perplexed
and pondering my affair, whilst fire flamed in my heart, till the third day, when she came again and I scarce credited her coming. When I saw her, I
talked with her and cajoled her and courted her and strove to win her favour with speech and invited her [to my house]; but she answered, saying, 'I
will not go up into any one's house.' Quoth I, 'I will go with thee;' and she said, 'Arise and come with me.'.Hakim (El) bi Amrillah, The Merchant
and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun, iii. 171..10. Women's Craft cxcv-cc.131. The Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.When the two kings
saw that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and
the younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to
wit, his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and
bade him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the
commons cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He should
destroy them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the
despoilment of the curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the
king and of his oppressive dealing with them..? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, how many a cup of sorrow have I drained, Watching the stars of night
go by, for sleepless languishment!.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy sitting-chamber and his mind was occupied with the story of
the singer and the druggist. So he called the vizier and bade him tell the story. "It is well," answered he, "They tell, O my lord, that.? ? ? ? ? Who
dares with them to cope draws death upon himself; Yea, of the deadly lance incontinent he's slain..? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's
Wife dxci.Woman of the Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, ii. 51..? ? ? ? ? Quoth
Sherik, "On me be his warranty, may God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him for his coming..? ? ? ? ? u. The
Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words
angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and
therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit
to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth
of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but
bore with patience that which betided him..The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the
mountain, where the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the
victual I had with me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait
[channel] in the darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon
the channel grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew
neither little nor much..? ? ? ? ? But rigour still hath waxed on me and changed my case And love hath left me bound, afflicted, weeping-eyed..So
the old man put his head forth of the window and called the youth, who came to him from the mosque and sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin
bade him enter, and when he came in to the damsel, he knew her and she knew him; whereupon he turned back in bewilderment and would have
fled; but she sprang up to him and seized him, and they embraced and wept together, till they fell down on the ground in a swoon. When the old
man saw them in this plight, he feared for himself and fled forth, seeing not the way for drunkenness. His neighbour the Jew met him and said to
him, "How comes it that I see thee confounded?" "How should I not be confounded," answered the old man, "seeing that the damsel who is with
me is fallen in love with the servant of the mosque and they have embraced and fallen down in a swoon? Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to
know of this and be wroth with me; so tell me thou what is to be done in this wherewith I am afflicted of the affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew,
"For the nonce, take this casting-bottle of rose-water and go forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they be aswoon for this their foregathering
and embracement, they will come to themselves, and if otherwise, do thou flee.".? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the glittering sunbeams bright, my heart's
contentment is, That banishes hence, with various joys, all kinds of care and dole..So the notary went up to the lieutenant, who was among the
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witnesses, and said "It is well. Is she not such an one whose marriage contract we drew up in such a place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's
house and cried out upon her; whereupon she brought him the [forged] contract and he took it and returned with it to the lieutenant of police. When
the latter had taken cognizance [of the document and professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the
Cadi of the Cadis, and acquaint him with that which befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the lieutenant of police feared [for himself]
and was profuse in beseeching the assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of
concern and affright. On this wise the assessor ordered the case and carried out the forgery and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was
calamity warded off from him] by the excellence of his contrivance." (121).The king gave ear to her counsel and despatching the eunuch for the
mamelukes, assigned them a lodging and said to them, "Have patience, till the king give you tidings of your lord El Abbas." When they heard his
words, their eyes ran over with plenteous tears, of their much longing for the sight of their lord. Then the king bade the queen enter the privy
chamber (97) and let down the curtain (98) [before the door thereof]. So she did this and he summoned them to his presence. When they stood
before him, they kissed the earth, to do him worship, and showed forth their breeding (99) and magnified his dignity. He bade them sit, but they
refused, till he conjured them by their lord El Abbas. So they sat down and he caused set before them food of various kinds and fruits and
sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was an underground way communicating with the palace of the princess Mariyeh. So the queen
sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made her stand behind the curtain and gave her to know that El Abbas was the king's son of
Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she told her that the prince's father had levied his troops and was come with his army in
quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green Meadow and despatched these mamelukes to make enquiry of their lord. So Mariyeh
abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their apparel, till they had eaten their fill of food and the tables
were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of El Abbas and they took leave of him and went away..So the merchant went forth,
afflicted, sorrowful, weeping, [and wandered on along the sea-shore], till he came to a sort of divers diving in the sea for pearls. They saw him
weeping and mourning and said to him, 'What is thy case and what maketh thee weep?' So he acquainted them with his history, from first to last,
whereby they knew him and said to him, 'Art thou [such an one] son of such an one?' 'Yes,' answered he; whereupon they condoled with him and
wept sore for him and said to him, 'Abide here till we dive for thy luck this next time and whatsoever betideth us shall be between us and thee.'
Accordingly, they dived and brought up ten oysters, in each two great pearls; whereat they marvelled and said to him, 'By Allah, thy luck hath
returned and thy good star is in the ascendant!' Then they gave him ten pearls and said to him, 'Sell two of them and make them thy capital
[whereon to trade]; and hide the rest against the time of thy straitness.' So he took them, joyful and contented, and addressed himself to sew eight of
them in his gown, keeping the two others in his mouth; but a thief saw him and went and advertised his mates of him; whereupon they gathered
together upon him and took his gown and departed from him. When they were gone away, he arose, saying, 'These two pearls [in my mouth] will
suffice me,' and made for the [nearest] city, where he brought out the pearls [and repairing to the jewel- market, gave them to the broker], that he
might sell them.
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