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SOME CHAPTERS IN THE HISTORY OF DIGBY COUNTY AND ITS EARLY SETTLERS
90. The Devout Prince cccci.When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and carried it

to El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport; then took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Then said he to

Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again

will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be

upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce

propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the

guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech.

Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food

and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave

and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.Now a party of the

troops had banded themselves together for Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went in to the little Melik Shah and seized him

and seated his uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire

thee and deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are the oaths

we swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in an

underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak and

committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah

a liar..Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..? ? ? ? ? No rest is there for me, no life wherein I may delight, Nor pleasant meat nor drink avails to

please me, night or day..50. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister Night ccxlvi.When the news reached El Aziz, he rejoiced with an

exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets sounded and the musicians played,

that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with the uttermost of

repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his due and the fires still raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the troops (104) sallied forth

of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had halted in a meadow called the Green Island. When he espied the approaching host, he

knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing horsemen coming and troops and footmen, said to those about him, "Among yonder

troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the great green standard that ye see, it is the standard of my father, the which is reserved

[unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by this] I know that he himself is come out in quest of me." And he was certified of this, he

and his troops..(Quoth Abdallah ben Nan) So I became his boon-companion and entertained him by night [with stories and the like]; and this

pleased him to the utmost and he took me into especial favour and bestowed on me dresses of honour and assigned me a separate lodging; brief, he

was everywise bountiful to me and could not brook to be parted from me a single hour. So I abode with him a while of time and every night I

caroused with him [and entertained him], till the most part of the night was past; and when drowsiness overcame him, he would rise [and betake

himself] to his sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my service for that of another than I and hold not aloof from my presence." And I made

answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".There was once a man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle and a fair

wife, who had borne him two sons. They abode in a certain village and there used to come thither a lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the

most part thereof was wasted and his wife said to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse and take

thy men and do thine endeavour to kill him, so we may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have patience, O woman, for the issue of

patience is praised. This lion it is that transgresseth against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that

shall slay him, and he that doth evil, needs must it revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he

and his troops, gave chase to him and ceased not [to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his

wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman, that whoso doth evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought to slay the lion myself, I had not availed

against him, and this is the issue of patience.'.Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..? ? ? ? ? And all the

desert spaces devour, whilst to my rede, Or if in sport or earnest, (93) still Aamir giveth ear..Then she was silent, and when the king heard her

speech and profited by that which she said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties and cleansed his heart and caused his understanding revert [to

the right way] and turned [with repentance] to God the Most High and said in himself, "Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more than that

which hath befallen me, never, whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to blame myself [for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters of the

folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her like is not found in the lands; so extolled be the perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the deliverance of

His creatures from slaughter and oppression!" Then he arose from his session and kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she

and her sister Dinarzad..? ? ? ? ? My heart will never credit that I am far from thee; In it thou art, nor ever the soul can absent be..90. The Apples of

Paradise dclxxvi.? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..? ? ? ? ? My secret is disclosed, the

which I strove to hide; Of thee and of thy love enough have I abyed..On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I was going
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about in quest of a woman who knew me and I knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round about the

third day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the

morrow, when the chief of the police would seek me. When it was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at

a window. Her door was ajar and she was clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the door." So I

went up, without suspicion, and when I entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom

thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm." Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a

deed that will be chronicled in history and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain

of men?" And I answered, "How should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my mind], more by

token that I abide my day long going about [searching for thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall

betide but good, and thou shalt get the better of him.".? ? ? ? ? My patience underneath the loss of friends and folk With pallor's sorry garb hath

clad me, comrades dear..Then he wrote a letter to King Azadbekht, saying to him, "I am a servant of thy servants and a slave of thy slaves and my

daughter is a handmaid at thy service, and may God the Most High prolong thy days and appoint thy times [to be] in delight and contentment!

Indeed, I still went girded of the waist in thy service and in caring for the preservation of thy dominion and warding off thine enemies from thee;

but now I abound yet more than before in zeal and watchfulness, for that I have taken this to charge upon myself, since my daughter is become thy

wife." And he despatched a messenger to the king with the letter and a present..12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise cxlviii.The folk flocked about

them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they called the bystanders to witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the

merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the merchant won and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the

prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the

prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the prince

covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77)

nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four thousand dinars..58. The King's Daughter and the Ape ccclv.? ? ?

? ? x. The Sandal-wood Merchant and the Sharpers dciii.Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..I kissed his hand

and thanked him, and as I was walking about, [waiting,] up came the guards and eunuchs with the women, who were weeping and crying out and

taking leave of one another. The eunuchs cried out to us, whereupon we came with the boat, and they said to the boatman, "Who is this?" "This is

my mate," answered he, "[whom I have brought,] to help me, so one of us may keep the boat, whilst another doth your service." Then they brought

out to us the women, one by one, saying, "Throw them [in] by the Island;" and we answered, "It is well." Now each of them was shackled and they

had made a jar of sand fast about her neck. We did as the eunuchs bade us and ceased not to take the women, one after another, and cast them in,

till they gave us my mistress and I winked to my comrade. So we took her and carried her out into mid-stream, where I gave her the empty

calabashes (188) and said to her, "Wait for me at the mouth of the canal." Then we cast her in, after we had loosed the jar of sand from her neck

and done off her fetters, and returned..?STORY OF KHELBES AND HIS WIFE AND THE LEARNED MAN..There was once a man of fortune,

who lost his wealth, and chagrin and melancholy got the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him of his

wealth about a score of dinars and he used to beg alms of the folk, and that which they gave him he would gather together and lay to the dinars that

were left him. Now there was in that town a vagabond, who made his living by sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of money; so he

fell to spying upon him and gave not over watching him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he had with him of money and enter a

deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as if] to make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon the place.

Then he went away and the sharper came and taking what was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was..So he fell to resorting daily to the physician

and committing to memory his sayings and that which he spoke of jargon, till he had gotten a great matter by heart, and all this he studied

throughly and digested it. Then he returned to his wife and said to her, 'I have committed the physician's sayings to memory and have learned his

fashion of muttering and prescribing and applying remedies (19) and have gotten by heart the names of the remedies and of all the diseases, and

there abideth nought [unaccomplished] of thy commandment. What wilt thou have me do now?' Quoth she, 'Leave weaving and open thyself a

physician's shop.' But he answered, 'The people of my city know me and this affair will not profit me, save in a land of strangerhood; so come, let

us go out from this city and get us to a strange land and [there] live.' And she said, 'Do as thou wilt.'.Issues of Affairs, Of Looking to the, i. 80..A

Damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..He [seated himself on the divan and] leant

upon a cushion, whilst she put out her hand to her veil and did it off. Then she put off her heavy outer clothes and discovered her charms,

whereupon he embraced her and kissed her and swived her; after which they washed and returned to their place and he said to her, 'Know that I

have little knowledge [of what goes on] in my house, for that I trust to my servant; so arise thou and see what the boy hath made ready in the

kitchen.' Accordingly, she arose and going down into the kitchen, saw cooking pots over the fire, wherein were all manner of dainty meats, and

manchet-bread and fresh almond-and-honey cakes. So she set bread on a dish and ladled out [what she would] from the pots and brought it to

him..When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, he bade his servant give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and said to him, "How

now, my brother! Hast ever in the world heard of one whom such calamities have betided as have betided me and hath any suffered that which I
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have suffered of afflictions or undergone that which I have undergone of hardships? Wherefore it behoveth that I have these pleasures in requital of

that which I have undergone of travail and humiliations." So the porter came forward and kissing the merchant's hands, said to him, "O my lord,

thou hast indeed suffered grievous perils and hast well deserved these bounteous favours [that God hath vouchsafed thee]. Abide, then, O my lord,

in thy delights and put away from thee [the remembrance of] thy troubles; and may God the Most High crown thine enjoyments with perfection and

accomplish thy days in pleasance until the hour of thine admission [to His mercy]!".? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone laid, if ever thou

call on me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer, come what will..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Ox and the Ass.First Officer's Story,

The, ii. 122..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN AND HIS WASTEFUL SON..82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.When it

was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who baffleth us with his much

talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our efforts to overcome him, ere

he appear without guilt and come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating themselves before him, said to him,

"O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not

suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken

not to our word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth that he is guilty and entered not the king's

sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if the king slay him not, let him banish him

his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".As he was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him and said, "O my lord, come to my help,

or I am a dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found him cast down on his back and chained with four chains to four pickets of iron. He

loosed his bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared on before him a little, and presently they looked, and behold, horsemen

making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon

Aamir, who fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my horse and guard my back." Aamir did as he bade him,

whereupon El Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew their braves and slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not

one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of them to other, "Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do we wage

war? Indeed ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of you will be saved.".? ? ? ? ? Be gracious, so our gladness may be

fulfilled with wine And we of our beloved have easance, without fear..Then she gave out among the folk that the king's father's brother's son was

come and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she decorated the city in his honour and the drums of good tidings beat for

him, whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting before him, [escorted him to the city and] lodged him with the

queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his assembly; so they presented themselves before him and saw of his

breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget the breeding of those who had foregone him of the kings..121. The

Devout Platter-maker and his Wife cccclxviii.? ? ? ? ? O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say. How bitter from the convent 'twas to part

and fare away!.? ? ? ? ? "Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I, "remember

me!".?THE DISCIPLE'S STORY..On this wise they did three times, and every time [he climbed the tree] the lover came up out of the underground

place and bestrode her, whilst her husband looked on and she still said, 'O liar, seest thou aught?' 'Yes,' would he answer and came down in haste,

but saw no one and she said to him, 'By my life, look and say nought but the truth!' Then said he to her, 'Arise, let us depart this place, (234) for it is

full of Jinn and Marids.' [So they returned to their house] and passed the night [there] and the man arose in the morning, assured that this was all

but imagination and illusion. And so the lover accomplished his desire. (235) Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary

than the story of the king and the tither.".116. The Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters M.When it was night, the king summoned the vizier and

sought of him the hearing of the [promised] story. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan, "Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? I make a

vow to God, if ever day or night.Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain have been in his place; and when he was weary of

looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with certain of his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the

king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's brother cast about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find

no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said to his wife, 'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?'

Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who inciteth my brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth

him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to him the governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou

sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so thou wilt help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she,

'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.? ? ? ? ?

"Knoweth my loved one when I see her at the lattice high Shine as the sun that flameth forth in heaven's blue demesne?".The news came to the rest

of the kings; so they [flew after him and] overtaking him, found him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O

Sheikh Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they

heard this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and

indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered

themselves together unto him much people, none may tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the
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Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?'

Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his

folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of

Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.In my

soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..Meanwhile, the woman went out at hazard and donning devotee's apparel, fared on

without ceasing, till she came to a city and found the king's deputies dunning the towns-folk for the tribute, out of season. Presently, she saw a man,

whom they were pressing for the tribute; so she enquired of his case and being acquainted therewith, paid down the thousand dirhems for him and

delivered him from beating; whereupon he thanked her and those who were present. When he was set free, he accosted her and besought her to go

with him to his dwelling. So she accompanied him thither and supped with him and passed the night. When the night darkened on him, his soul

prompted him to evil, for that which he saw of her beauty and loveliness, and he lusted after her and required her [of love]; but she repelled him

and bade him fear God the Most High and reminded him of that which she had done with him of kindness and how she had delivered him from

beating and humiliation..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.[Then they went up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to Selma

and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman, who cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a servant,

avouching that he is her husband, who hath been missing these two years, and she came not hither but on his account, and indeed these many days

she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man, a cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his slave.' When the queen heard these

words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an aching heart and called to mind her brother and that which had betided him. Then she bade

those who were about her bring them before her, and when she saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason restrained

her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must needs rise up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to them, 'Let

each of you acquaint me with his case.'.There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was

minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her

to her desires till he should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile,

the brother went in to his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when

his visits to her were prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught

with passion for her and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he

found him no way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech and gentleness..So the highwayman took the saddle-bags

and offered to kill the traveller, who said, "What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud against me, that should make my slaughter incumbent [on thee].

Quoth the other, "Needs must I slay thee;" whereupon the traveller dismounted from his horse and grovelled on the earth, beseeching the robber

and speaking him fair. The latter hearkened not to his prayers, but cast him to the ground; whereupon the traveller [raised his eyes and seeing a

francolin flying over him,] said, in his agony," O francolin, bear witness that this man slayeth me unjustly and wickedly; for indeed I have given

him all that was with me and besought him to let me go, for my children's sake; yet would he not consent unto this. But be thou witness against

him, for God is not unmindful of that which is done of the oppressors." The highwayman paid no heed to this speech, but smote him and cut off his

head..? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its calamities, For all things have an issue soon or late..? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare,

For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..Now this (155) was the francolin that bore witness against him.'.Then she changed

the measure and improvised the following:.Then he returned to the youth and said to him, 'Arise and come to the bath.' And he fell to shampooing

his hands and feet, whilst the youth called down blessings on him and said, 'O my lord, who art thou? Methinks there is not in the world the like of

thee, no, nor a pleasanter than thy composition.' Then each of them acquainted the other with his case and condition and they went to the bath; after

which the master of the house conjured the young merchant to return with him and summoned his friends. So they ate and drank and he related to

them the story, wherefore they praised the master of the house and glorified him; and their friendship was complete, what while the young

merchant abode in the town, till God vouchsafed him a commodity of travel, whereupon they took leave of him and he departed; and this is the end

of his story. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this more marvellous than the story of the rich man who lost his wealth and his wit.".Son,

Story of King Ibrahim and his, i. 138..? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God had created nought else

whereat to jeer?".Selma, Selim and, ii. 81..Meanwhile, the news spread abroad that Bihzad, son of the king, was lost, whereupon his father sent

letters in quest of him [to all the kings and amongst others to him with whom he was imprisoned]. When the letter reached the latter, he praised

God the Most High for that he had not anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair and letting bring him before himself, said to him, 'Art thou minded to

destroy thyself?' Quoth Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of reproach;' and the king said, 'An thou fear reproach, thou shouldst not practise haste [in that

thou dost]; knowest thou not that the fruit of haste is repentance? If we had hasted, we also, like unto thee, we had repented.'.?STORY OF THE

KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..? ? ? ? ? Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs must th'

afflicted warble the woes that make him rue..So she arose and making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of prayers (213) and

accompanied the four queens to the palace, where she saw the candles lighted and the kings sitting. She saluted them and seated herself upon her

couch; and behold, King Es Shisban had changed his favour, for all the pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!) and Tuhfeh rose to
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him and kissed his hands. He in turn kissed her hand and called down blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not] this place pleasant, for

all its loneliness and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may be desolate in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare tread [the soil of] this

place.' But she answered, 'I have dared and trodden it, and this is of the number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and meats and viands and

fruits and sweetmeats and what not else, to the description whereof mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had enough; after which the

tables were removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and they ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials, together with all manner

fruits and sweet-scented flowers..She abode with Ins ben Cais twelve years, during which time he was blessed with no children by her; wherefore

his breast was straitened, by reason of the failure of lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him a child. Accordingly the queen conceived,

by permission of God the Most High; and when the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave birth to a maid-child, than whom never

saw eyes a goodlier, for that her face was as it were a pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle or a full moon breaking forth of a cloud,

extolled be the perfection of Him who created her from vile water (51) and made her a delight to the beholders! When her father saw her on this

wise of loveliness, his reason fled for joy, and when she grew up, he taught her the art of writing and polite letters (52) and philosophy and all

manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of her time and overpassed her peers; (53) and the sons of the kings heard of her and all of them

desired to look upon her..?THE EIGHTH OFFICER'S STORY..Thereupon there sallied forth to him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and

feinted awhile, then came to dose quarters and exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his

gore; whereupon Hudheifeh cried out to him, saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith! Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a

comer-forth [to battle?]" But they of Baghdad held back froni him; and when it appeared to El Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell

upon them and overthrew the first of them upon their last and slew of them twelve men. Then the evening overtook him and the Baghdadis

addressed themselves to flight..Now Ilan Shah had three viziers, in whose hands the affairs [of the kingdom] were [aforetime] and they had been

used to leave not the king night nor day; but they became shut out from him by reason of Abou Temam and the king was occupied with him to their

exclusion. So they took counsel together upon the matter and said, 'What counsel ye we should do, seeing that the king is occupied from us with

yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him more than us? But now come, let us cast about for a device, whereby we may remove him from the

king.' So each of them spoke forth that which was in his mind, and one of them said, 'The king of the Turks hath a daughter, whose like there is not

in the world, and whatsoever messenger goeth to demand her in marriage, her father slayeth him. Now our king hath no knowledge of this; so,

come, let us foregather with him and bring up the talk of her. When his heart is taken with her, we will counsel him to despatch Abou Temam to

seek her hand in marriage; whereupon her father will slay him and we shall be quit of him, for we have had enough of his affair.".So he sat down at

the sharper's head, and said to him, 'Know, O Razi, that I will not leave thee till after ten days and their nights, wherein I will wake and sleep by thy

grave. So arise and be not a fool.' But he answered him not and El Merouzi [drew his knife and] fell to sticking it into the other's hands and feet,

thinking to make him move; but [he stirred not and] he presently grew weary of this and concluded that the sharper was dead in good earnest.

[However, he still misdoubted of the case] and said in himself, 'This fellow is dissembling, so he may enjoy all the money.' Therewith he addressed

himself to prepare him [for burial] and bought him perfumes and what [not else] was needed. Then they brought him to the washing-place and El

Merouzi came to him and heating water till it boiled and bubbled and a third of it was wasted, (40) fell to pouring it on his skin, so that it turned red

and blue and blistered; but he abode still on one case [and stirred not]..Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, iii. 199..One night, when the

night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a

lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which

covered him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister,

with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine

eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..Quoth Alaeddin, "Thou counsellest

well," and locking up his shop, betook himself to the place before the citadel, where he foregathered with the drummers and pipers and instructed

them how they should do, [even as his mistress had counselled him,] promising them a handsome reward. So they answered him with "Hearkening

and obedience" and on the morrow, after the morning-prayer, he betook himself to the presence of the Cadi, who received him with obsequious

courtesy and seated him beside himself. Then he turned to him and fell to conversing with him and questioning him of matters of selling and

buying and of the price current of the various commodities that were exported to Baghdad from all parts, whilst Alaeddin replied to him of all

whereof he asked him..When she had made an end of her song, the Commander of the Faithful said to her, "O damsel, thou art in love." "Yes,"

answered she. And he said, "With whom?" Quoth she, "With my lord and my master, my love for whom is as the love of the earth for rain, or as the

love of the female for the male; and indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh and my blood and hath entered into the channels of my bones.

O Commander of the Faithful, whenas I call him to mind, mine entrails are consumed, for that I have not accomplished my desire of him, and but

that I fear to die, without seeing him, I would assuredly kill myself." And he said, "Art thou in my presence and bespeakest me with the like of

these words? I will assuredly make thee forget thy lord.".As for the Khalif, he swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never

cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander of the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted,

which thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to ask of thee again. When I was single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this
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damsel here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should make an end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get

of thee the hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit

thee of thine oath.".As for Er Reshid, he shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean maid and rejoiced in her; and she took high

rank in his heart, so that he could not endure from her a single hour and committed to her the keys of the affairs of the realm, for that which he saw

in her of good breeding and wit and modesty. Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand dinars and clothes and trinkets and

jewels and precious stones, worth the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for her, he would not entrust her to any of the slave-girls or

eunuchs; but, whenas he went out from her, he locked the door upon her and took the key with him, against he should return to her, forbidding the

damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest they should slay her or practise on her with knife or poison; and on this wise he abode awhile..Shehriyar,

Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..22. Alaeddin Abou esh Shamat ccl.13. The Wolf and the Fox cxlviii.Then she took leave of the princess and

veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the

thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the

noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young

Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water?

Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading

her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with

the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and she slept and rested herself..49. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of

Gold dcii.? ? ? ? ? d. Prince Bihzad ccccliii.On the morrow, he repaired to the druggist, who saluted him and came to meet him and rejoiced in him

and smiled in his face, deeming his wife innocent. Then he questioned him of his yesterday's case and he told him how he had fared, saying, 'O my

brother, when the cuckold knocked at the door, I would have entered the chest; but his wife forbade me and rolled me up in the rug. The man

entered and thought of nothing but the chest; so he broke it open and abode as he were a madman, going up and coming down. Then he went his

way and I came out and we abode on our wonted case till eventide, when she gave me this shirt of her husband's; and behold, I am going to her.'.? ?

? ? ? d. The Fourth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.So I arose and gathering wood and planks from the wrecks, wrought of them the semblance of a boat

[to wit, a raft,] and bound it fast with ropes, saying, 'I will embark thereon and fare with this water into the inward of the mountain. If it bring me to

the mainland or to a place where I may find relief and safety, [well and good]; else I shall [but] perish, even as my companions have perished.'

Then I collected of the riches and gold and precious stuffs, cast up there, whose owners had perished, a great matter, and of jacinths and crude

ambergris and emeralds somewhat past count, and laid all this on the raft [together with what was left me of victual]. Then I launched it on the river

and seating myself upon it, put my trust in God the Most High and committed myself to the stream..Merchant and the King, The Old Woman, the,

i. 265..? ? ? ? ? But the Merciful yet may incline thee to me And unite us again, in despite of our foes!.130. Abulhusn ed Durraj and Abou Jaafer

the Leper cccclxxxi.Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed of ten pearls, like unto those which were with

the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these pearls belong?' and the broker answered, 'To

yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered clothes, misdoubted of him and said to him

(purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he asked him of those which were in the

gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but that it was he who had taken his good;

so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole my pearls: I have found two of them

upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.Fair fall the maid whose loosened

locks her cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191..? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied thine eyes the taste

of sleep and its delight,.Therewithal he ordered her a handsome house and bade furnish it with carpets and other furniture and vessels of choice and

commanded that all she needed should be given her. This was done during the rest of the day, and when the night came, she despatched the eunuch

with the mule and a suit of clothes, to fetch Noureddin from the Muezzin's lodging. So the young man donned the clothes and mounting; rode to the

house, where he abode in luxury and delight a full-told month, what while she solaced him with four things, to wit, the eating of fowls and the

drinking of wine and the lying upon brocade and the entering the bath after copulation. Moreover, she brought him six suits of clothes and fell to

changing his apparel day by day; nor was the appointed time accomplished ere his beauty returned to him and his goodliness; nay, his charms

waxed tenfold and he became a ravishment to all who looked on him..Now the king was leaning back upon the cushion, when he heard the man's

words, he knew the purport thereof; so he sat up and said, "Return to thy garden in all assurance and ease of heart; for, by Allah, never saw I the

like of thy garden nor stouter of ward than its walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to his wife, and the cadi knew not the truth of the affair, no,

nor any of those who were in that assembly, save the king and the husband and the damsel's brother. (176).There was once, of old time, in one of

the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by her husband, and they had a hired servant, a man of excellent understanding. When the woman

came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the night and they sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman went in

quest of fire..The folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way

that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go
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barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the

gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So

they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what

thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a

beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one

question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king?

Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon

the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.73. The Miller and

his Wife ccclxxxvii.34. The City of Irem dxxxviii.Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here, ii. 234.
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