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? ? ? ? ? When clear'd my sky was by the sweet of our foregathering And not a helper there remained to disuniting Fate,.Then she was silent, and
when the king heard her speech and profited by that which she said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties and cleansed his heart and caused his
understanding revert [to the right way] and turned [with repentance] to God the Most High and said in himself, "Since there befell the kings of the
Chosroes more than that which hath befallen me, never, whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to blame myself [for that which I did in the slaughter
of the daughters of the folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her like is not found in the lands; so extolled be the perfection of Him who appointed her a
means for the deliverance of His creatures from slaughter and oppression!" Then he arose from his session and kissed her head, whereat she
rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she and her sister Dinarzad..The Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds (162) Haroun er Reshid had a boon-companion of
the number of his boon-companions, by name Ishac ben Ibrahim en Nedim el Mausili, (163) who was the most accomplished of the folk of his time
in the art of smiting upon the lute; and of the Commander of the Faithful's love for him, he assigned him a palace of the choicest of his palaces,
wherein he was wont to instruct slave-girls in the arts of lute-playing and singing. If any slave-girl became, by his instruction, accomplished in the
craft, he carried her before the Khalif, who bade her play upon the lute; and if she pleased him, he would order her to the harem; else would he
restore her to Ishac's palace..? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It takes and longing leaves behind, that nothing may
assain..Meanwhile, King Azadbekht and his wife stayed not in their flight till they came to [the court of] the King of Fars, (97) whose name was
Kutrou. (98) When they presented themselves to him, he entreated them with honour and entertained them handsomely, and Azadbekht told him
his story, first and last. So he gave him a great army and wealth galore and he abode with him some days, till he was rested, when he made ready
with his host and setting out for his own dominions, waged war upon Isfehend and falling in upon the capital, defeated the rebel vizier and slew
him. Then he entered the city and sat down on the throne of his kingship; and whenas he was rested and the kingdom was grown peaceful for him,
he despatched messengers to the mountain aforesaid in quest of the child; but they returned and informed the king that they had not found
him.."There was once a king of the kings, whose name was Bekhtzeman, and he was a great eater and drinker and carouser. Now enemies of his
made their appearance in certain parts of his realm and threatened him; and one of his friends said to him, 'O king, the enemy maketh for thee: be
on thy guard against him.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'I reck not of him, for that I have arms and wealth and men and am not afraid of aught.' Then said
his friends to him, 'Seek aid of God, O king, for He will help thee more than thy wealth and thine arms and thy men.' But he paid no heed to the
speech of his loyal counsellors, and presently the enemy came upon him and waged war upon him and got the victory over him and his trust in
other than God the Most High profited him nought. So he fled from before him and seeking one of the kings, said to him, 'I come to thee and lay
hold upon thy skirts and take refuge with thee, so thou mayst help me against mine enemy.'.Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the desire of the
Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So she took the
lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.When the princess heard this her slave-girl's report, she wept and lamented and was like to depart the
world. Then she clave to her pillow and said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct thee of somewhat that is not hidden from God the Most High, and it is that
thou watch over me till God the Most High decree the accomplishment of His commandment, and when my days are ended, take thou the necklace
and the mantle that El Abbas gave me and return them to him. Indeed, I deem not he will live after me, and if God the Most High decree against
him and his days come to an end, do thou give one charge to shroud us and bury us both in one grave.".A sun of beauty she appears to all who look
on her, iii. 191..? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and
kindnesses kindness entail..? ? ? ? ? Yea, "Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I called out aloud, as to meet you I flew..97. The
Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover dclxxxviii.Presently she felt a breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and
found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her, and with her her three sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed
their hands and rejoiced in them with the utmost joy and they abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what while she related to them her history,
from the time of her purchase by the Mughrebi to that of her coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her,
and how she won to Er Reshid, till the moment when Iblis came to her and brought her to them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and
turned pale and the season of sundown drew near and the day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on
the occasion of the prayer of sundown, that He would reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..When the king heard this, he was certified that the youth
was his very son; so he cried out at the top of his voice and casting himself upon him, embraced him and wept and said, "Had I put thee to death, as
was my intent, I should have died of regret for thee." Then he cut his bonds and taking his crown from his head, set it on that of his son, whereupon
the people raised cries of joy, whilst the trumpets sounded and the drums beat and there befell a great rejoicing. They decorated the city and it was
a glorious day; the very birds stayed their flight in the air, for the greatness of the clamour and the noise of the crying. The army and the folk
carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent procession, and the news came to his mother Behrjaur, who came forth and threw herself upon him.
Moreover, the king bade open the prison and bring forth all who were therein, and they held high festival seven days and seven nights and rejoiced
with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and silence and confusion and affright fell upon the viziers and they gave themselves up for lost..Eleventh
Officer's Story, The, ii. 175..147. Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear, iii. 8..So
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they wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing him to the burial-place, laid him in the grave (41)
and threw the earth over him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the widow abode by the tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting
till sundown, when the woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this weeping will not profit us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,'
answered the sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by this tomb ten days, with their nights!' When she heard this his speech,
she feared lest he should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish; but she said in herself, 'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and
return to my house, he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise, thou, and go away.'.Two months after this
occurrence, there came to me one of the Cadi's officers, with a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning me to him. So I accompanied
the officer and went in to the Cadi, whereupon the plaintiff, to wit, he who had taken out the summons, sued me for two thousand dirhems,
avouching that I had borrowed them of him as the woman's agent. (117) I denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for the amount,
attested by four of those who were in company [on the occasion]; and they were present and bore witness to the loan. So I reminded them of my
kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I would never again follow a woman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.It is said that, when the
Khalifate devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God accept), the poets [of the time] resorted to him, as they had been used to resort to
the Khalifs before him, and abode at his door days and days, but he gave them not leave to enter, till there came to Omar Adi ben Artah, (43) who
stood high in esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him and begged him to crave admission for them [to the Khalif]. "It is well," answered Adi and
going in to Omar, said to him, "The poets are at thy door and have been there days and days; yet hast thou not given them leave to enter, albeit their
sayings are abiding (45) and their arrows go straight to the mark." Quoth Omar, "What have I to do with the poets?" And Adi answered, saying, "O
Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet (whom God bless and preserve) was praised [by a poet] and gave [him largesse,] and therein (46) is an
exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar, "And who praised him?" "Abbas ben Mirdas (47) praised him," replied Adi, "and he clad him with a suit
and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his tongue!'" "Dost thou remember what he said?" asked the Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then repeat it,"
rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following verses:.Tuhfet el Culoub and Er Reshid, ii. 203..46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of
Police cccxli.? ? ? ? ? For no hand is there but the hand of God is over it And no oppressor but shall be with worse than he opprest..? ? ? ? ? Ye
know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, Yet ye torment me, for to you 'tis pleasing to torment..? ? ? ? ? a. The First
Officer's Story dccccxxx.So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous punishment, after abundance
of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I am certified that there is no
fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch
the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so
they might see what the king should do with him..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues
evermore are blessed and benign;.? ? ? ? ? Yea, in the night the thought of you still slays me; Hidden are my traces from the wise men's
sight,.Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had done with
thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who turneth
hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged with my people and I
fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted from me;
and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy father?" "My
father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have
them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four thousand
horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my
commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a
wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou
of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live,
though I be far distant from thee.".88. The Mad Lover dclxxiv.? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cix.35. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh
and the Khalif Mamoun dxl.? ? ? ? ? Lovely with longing for its love's embrace, The fear of his estrangement makes it lean..Then they betook
themselves to a place without the city, where he builded him a mansion of solid stone and white plaster and stopped its inner [walls] and stuccoed
them; yea, he left not therein cranny nor crevice and set in it two serving-women to sweep and wipe, for fear of spiders. Here he abode with his
wife a great while, till one day he espied a spider on the ceiling and beat it down. When his wife saw it, she said, 'This is that which the wise
woman avouched would kill me; so, by thy life [I conjure thee], suffer me to slay it with mine own hand.' Her husband forbade her from this, but
she conjured him to let her kill the spider; then, of her fear and her eagerness, she took a piece of wood and smote it. The wood broke in sunder, of
the force of the blow, and a splinter from it entered her hand and wrought upon it, so that it swelled. Then her arm swelled also and the swelling
spread to her side and thence grew till it reached her heart and she died. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or more wonderful than
the story of the weaver who became a physician by his wife's commandment.".? ? ? ? ? But deemed yourself secure from every changing chance
Nor recked the ebb and flow of Fortune's treacherous tide..? ? ? ? ? Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, For Fortune still spites those who her
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berate..Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were a willow-wand or a thirsting
gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in the following verses:.On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting
not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the
Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under
God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and
earth.".With this the king bade the vizier go away to his lodging, and when he arose in the morning, he abode his day in his house..116. Iskender
Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor Folk cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.When
the banquet was ended and the folk had dispersed, the king said to El Abbas, "I would fain have thee [abide] with me and I will buy thee a house,
so haply we may requite thee the high services for which we are beholden to thee; for indeed thy due is imperative [upon us] and thy worth is
magnified in our eyes; and indeed we have fallen short of thy due in the matter of distance." (83) When the prince heard the king's speech, he rose
and sat down (84) and kissing the earth, returned thanks for his bounty and said, "I am the king's servant, wheresoever I may be, and under his eye."
Then he recounted to him the story of the merchant and the manner of the buying of the house, and the king said, "Indeed, I would fain have had
thee with me and in my neighbourhood.".? ? ? ? ? How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? I'm mute for my complaining;
but tears speak, as they flow..? ? ? ? ? The herald of good news my hearing shall delight,.As for the princess Mariyeh, when she returned to her
palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of that which she had done, and the love of him took root in her
heart. So, when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and bringing out the letters, to wit, those which El Abbas had written,
fell to reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and when she arose in the morning, she called a damsel of her
slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee mine affair, and I charge thee keep my secret; to wit, I
would have thee betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for that I have grave occasion for her.".? ? ? ?
? Yea, passion raged in me and love-longing was like To slay me; yet my heart to solace still it wrought..43. The Man of Yemen and his six
Slave-girls cccxxxiv.When he heard this, he came up to me and looking in my face, cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my brother, the son of my
mother and father! Allah! Allah!' Then he loosed me from my bonds and kissed my head, and behold it was my friend who used to borrow money
of me. When I kissed his head, he kissed mine and said, 'O my brother, be not affrighted.' Then he called for my clothes [and money and restored to
me all that had been taken from me] nor was aught missing to me. Moreover, he brought me a bowl full of [sherbet of] sugar, with lemons therein,
and gave me to drink thereof; and the company came and seated me at a table. So I ate with them and he said to me, 'O my lord and my brother,
now have bread and salt passed between us and thou hast discovered our secret and [become acquainted with] our case; but secrets [are safe] with
the noble.' Quoth I, 'As I am a lawfully-begotten child, I will not name aught [of this] neither denounce [you!*]' And they assured themselves of me
by an oath. Then they brought me out and I went my way, scarce crediting but that I was of the dead..50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters
of Police dciii.He gained him wealth and returning to his native land, after twenty years' absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman,
whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom he might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair
woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to him and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her
forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So the old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered
to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I was on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I
have repented to God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I
am at his service.'.The old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon
they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their separation, for the anguish of severance.
Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would have slain him and made away with him;
and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall cease from us." Then she
gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank it off before him and taking the lute, swept
the strings and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long desire to
wakefulness a prey..The Fifth Day.When Selim found himself in that sorry plight and considered that wherewith he was afflicted of tribulation and
the contrariness of his fortune, in that he had been a king and was now returned to shackles and prison and hunger, he wept and groaned and
lamented and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother xxxii.Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i.
104..Then she turned and saw within the chamber an old man, comely of hoariness, venerable of aspect, who was dancing on apt and goodly wise,
a dance the like whereof none might avail unto. So she sought refuge with God the Most High from Satan the Stoned (193) and said, 'I will not give
over what I am about, for that which God decreeth, He carrieth into execution.' Accordingly, she went on singing till the old man came up to her
and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'Well done, O Queen of the East and the West! May the world be not bereaved of thee! By Allah, indeed
thou art perfect of qualities and ingredients, O Tuhfet es Sudour! (194) Dost thou know me?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'but methinks thou art
of the Jinn.' Quoth he, 'Thou sayst sooth; I am the Sheikh Aboultawaif (195) Iblis, and I come to thee every night, and with me thy sister
Kemeriyeh, for that she loveth thee and sweareth not but by thy life; and her life is not pleasant to her, except she come to thee and see thee, what
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while thou seest her not. As for me, I come to thee upon an affair, wherein thou shall find thine advantage and whereby thou shalt rise to high rank
with the kings of the Jinn and rule them, even as thou rulest mankind; [and to that end I would have thee come with me and be present at the
festival of my son's circumcision; (196)] for that the Jinn are agreed upon the manifestation of thine affair.' And she answered, 'In the name of
God.'.Reshid (Er), Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ?
How many a lover, who aspires to union with his love, For all his hopes seem near, is baulked of that whereon he's bent!.The Merciful dyed me
with that which I wear, ii. 245..When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced
with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0
king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath
sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech." The king
hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that which
he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.On like wise, O king," continued the youth, "whilst fortune was favourable to
me, all that I did came to good; but now that it is grown contrary to me, everything turneth against me.".? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story
lxiii.105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dcccxxxi.? ? ? ? ? Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, Midmost its leafage,
covered all with green..There came to a king of the kings, in his old age, a son, who grew up comely, quick-witted and intelligent, and when he
came to years of discretion and became a young man, his father said to him, 'Take this kingdom and govern it in my stead, for I desire to flee [from
the world] to God the Most High and don the gown of wool and give myself up to devotion.' Quoth the prince, 'And I also desire to take refuge
with God the Most High.' And the king said, 'Arise, let us flee forth and make for the mountains and worship in them, for shamefastness before
God the Most High.'.? ? ? ? ? May the place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's love, hast thou saddened my mind and mine eye?
(108).? ? ? ? ? Fast flowed my tears; despair gat hold upon my soul And needs mine eyelids must the sweet of sleep forbear..As for Belehwan,
when he fled and fortified himself, his power waxed amain and there remained for him but to make war upon his father, who had cast his affection
upon the child and used to rear him on his knees and supplicate God the Most High that he might live, so he might commit the commandment to
him. When he came to five years of age, the king mounted him on horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length
of life, so he might take his father's leavings (130) and [heal] the heart of his grandfather..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet
you again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned you in vain!.It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the
Sultan caused plunder the village, and they plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's officers know
thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to the king, that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I not to thee
that he who doth evil shall suffer it? Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh the goods
of the folk, needs must his goods be taken.' A man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so he went to the Sultan and
acquainted him therewith, whereupon he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife [and
children] with him. So they went wandering in the desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in affairs
and thy default.' But he said to her, 'Have patience, for the issue of patience is good.'.? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I took upon
myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.Presently, up came the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old
woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out [apparently] dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said,
"They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that she died after him."
(39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes
torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry
her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it would appear that
her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is I who have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".When she had made an end of
her song, she wept and Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the following verses:.?STORY OF THE WEAVER
WHO BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY HIS WIFE'S COMMANDMENT..? ? ? ? ? No good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole,)
An if thou be not drunken still and gladden not thy soul..? ? ? ? ? o. The Man who was lavish of his House and his Victual to one whom he knew
not dcccciv.? ? ? ? ? Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide; Ne'er will I change nor e'er shall distance us divide..? ? ? ? ? Ah, then will I begin
on you with chiding than the breeze More soft, ay pleasanter than clear cold water and more sweet..The young man marvelled at his story and lay
the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with
what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost
kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he
had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xii.Some months after this, I met him
again under arrest, in the midst of the guards and officers of the police, and he said to them, "Seize yonder man." So they laid hands on me and
carried me to the chief of the police, who said, "What hast thou to do with this fellow?" The thief turned to me and looking a long while in my face,
said, "Who took this man?" Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took him." And he said, "I seek refuge with God! I know not this
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man, nor knoweth he me; and I said not that to you but of a man other than this." So they released me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the
street and saluted me, saying, "O my lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught from me, thou hadst had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said
to him, "God [judge] between thee and me!" And this is what I have to tell'.The company marvelled at the generosity of this man and his clemency
(152) and courtesy, and the Sultan said, 'Tell us another of thy stories.' (153) 'It is well,' answered the officer, 'They avouch that.So saying, she rose
[and going] to a chest, took out therefrom six bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what I took from Amin el Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt,
restore it; else the whole is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this, [thou shalt have it;] for I have wealth in plenty and I had no design in
this but to marry thee." Then she arose and opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth galore and I said to her, "O my sister, I have no
desire for all this, nor do I covet aught but to be quit of that wherein I am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the [Cadi's] house without [making
provision for] thine acquittance.".120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.As for the king, he arose in haste and disguising himself, repaired to the
house of Firouz and knocked at the door. Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who is at the door?" And he answered, saying, "I am the king, thy husband's
master." So she opened the door and he entered and sat down, saying, "We are come to visit thee." Quoth she, "I seek refuge [with God] from this
visitation, for indeed I deem not well thereof." And the king said, "O desire of hearts, I am thy husband's master and methinks thou knowest me
not." "Nay," answered she, "I know thee, O my lord and master, and I know thy purpose and that which thou seekest and that thou art my husband's
lord. I understand what thou wishest, and indeed the poet hath forestalled thee in his saying of the following verses, in reference to thy case:.So he
went out to them and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to thy lord," answered they, "and question him of Prince El Abbas, if he
have come unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year agone, and indeed longing for him troubleth the king and he hath levied
a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so haply he may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there
amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But we are all his mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and his
father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord and question him of the prince and return to us with that which he
shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they replied, "He is encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).SHEHRZAD
AND SHEHRIYAR. (163).Woman (The Old) and the Draper's Wife, ii. 55..6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.84. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and
Muslim ben el Welid dclxx.The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old woman; so he
bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..There was once a man hight Khelbes, who
was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in
love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was in his neighbourhood a learned man, to
whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present
in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..So Belehwan the froward abode king in his father's room and his affairs prospered,
what while the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told years, till his charms faded and his favour changed. When God
(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day with his chief officers
and the grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now there were present
certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to thy wish, so that thou
art become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in him, for that, from the
day of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance, and indeed his favour is faded and his charms changed [with long prison].
What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is others than he who were to blame, and God hath given thee the victory over
them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and am not assured from his
mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power hath he? If thou fear him,
send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of the marches.'.? ? ? ? ? So
arise, by your lives I conjure you, arise And come let us fare to our loved ones away..So, on the morrow, she made her ready and donning the
costliest of apparel, adorned herself with the most magnificent of ornaments and the highest of price and stained her hands with henna. Then she let
down her tresses upon her shoulders and went forth, walking along with coquettish swimming gait and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls,
till she came to the young merchant's shop and sitting down thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of
merchandise. So he brought out to her various kinds of stuffs and she took them and turned them over, talking with him the while. Then said she to
him, "Look at the goodliness of my shape and my symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful,"
continued she, "in any one that he should slander me and say that I am humpbacked?".When the morning morrowed, they found themselves
reduced to a fourth part of their number and there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction and
Hudheifeh came out between the ranks (now he was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad!
Let none come forth to me but your Amir, so I may talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will meet him, and
may he who is void of offence come off safe!" Then he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But
Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single
combat..? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.?Story of King Bekhtzeman..? ? ? ? ? And all the desert spaces devour, whilst to my rede,
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Or if in sport or earnest, (93) still Aamir giveth ear..? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen Purse dcv.When Galen saw what appeared to him of the [mock]
physician's incapacity, he turned to his disciples and pupils and bade them fetch the other, with all his gear and drugs. So they brought him into his
presence on the speediest wise, and when Galen saw him before him, he said to him, 'Knowest thou me?' ' No,' answered the other, 'nor did I ever
set eyes on thee before this day.' Quoth the sage, 'Dost thou know Galen?' And the weaver said, 'No.' Then said Galen, 'What prompted thee to that
which thou dost?' So he related to him his story and gave him to know of the dowry and the obligation by which he was bound with regard to his
wife, whereat Galen marvelled and certified himself of the matter of the dower..Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee
of him, what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to him, "This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up;
so I brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince.
As for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and
coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand
a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not speak..?Story of King
Dadbin and His Viziers..El Abbas looked at them and saw the ensigns displayed and the standards loosed and heard the drums beating; so he bade
his servant saddle him a charger and look to the girths and bring him his harness of war. Quoth Aamir, "And indeed I saw El Abbas his eyes flash
and the hair of his hands stood on end, for that indeed horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in his heart]."So he mounted his charger, whilst Aamir also
bestrode a war-horse, and they went forth with the troops and fared on two days. On the third day, after the hour of the mid-afternoon prayer, they
came in sight of the enemy and the two armies met and the ranks joined battle. The strife raged amain and sore was the smiting, whilst the dust rose
in clouds and hung vaulted [over them], so that all eyes were blinded; and they ceased not from the battle till the night overtook them, when the two
hosts drew off from the mellay and passed the night, perplexed concerning themselves [and the issue of their affair]..? ? ? ? ? But the Merciful yet
may incline thee to me And unite us again, in despite of our foes!.? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones ever near,.Then he sat down again
upon the throne of his kingship, whilst the vizier stood before him, and they returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the
world]. So the king said to his vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease
and have no concern.' Then he singled out one of the soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the
city fifty thousand subjects (257) and in the hamlets and villages a like number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an
egg and lay it under a hen.' So they did this and it was neither burden nor grievance to them..86. Omar ben el Khettab and the Young Bedouin
cccxcv.? ? ? ? ? My heart with yearning is ever torn and tortured without cease, Nor can my lids lay hold on sleep, that Sees from them away..So
they gat them raiment of wool and clothing themselves therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and wastes; but, when some days had
passed over them, they became weak for hunger and repented them of that which they had done, whenas repentance profited them not, and the
prince complained to his father of weariness and hunger. 'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with thee that which behoved me, (205) but thou
wouldst not hearken to me, and now there is no means of returning to thy former estate, for that another hath taken the kingdom and become its
defender; but I will counsel thee of somewhat, wherein do thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?' And his father said, 'Take me and go
with me to the market and sell me and take my price and do with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the property of one who will provide for my
support,' 'Who will buy thee of me,' asked the prince, 'seeing thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the demand for me will be
greater.' But the king said, 'An thou wert king, thou wouldst require me of service.'.So the highwayman took the saddle-bags and offered to kill the
traveller, who said, "What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud against me, that should make my slaughter incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the other,
"Needs must I slay thee;" whereupon the traveller dismounted from his horse and grovelled on the earth, beseeching the robber and speaking him
fair. The latter hearkened not to his prayers, but cast him to the ground; whereupon the traveller [raised his eyes and seeing a francolin flying over
him,] said, in his agony," O francolin, bear witness that this man slayeth me unjustly and wickedly; for indeed I have given him all that was with
me and besought him to let me go, for my children's sake; yet would he not consent unto this. But be thou witness against him, for God is not
unmindful of that which is done of the oppressors." The highwayman paid no heed to this speech, but smote him and cut off his head..? ? ? ? ?
"Breaker of hearts," quoth she, "I call it, for therewith I've broken many a heart among the amorous race.".When they had made an end of pious
wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment and
humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide him of
torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which time they were sequestered from the
folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon
the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and
the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the
other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him
and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so
eloquent that he] would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a
town and [give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort
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with the merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might
spend and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great while..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.? ? ? ? ? a.
The Adventures of Beloukiya cccclxxxvi.Meanwhile the messenger had reached the opposite camp with the news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat
the Sheikh Aboultawaif rejoiced and bestowed on the bringer of good tidings a sumptuous dress of honour and made him commander over a
company of the Jinn. Then they fell upon Meimoun's troops and destroyed them to the last man; and when they came to Meimoun, they found that
he had slain himself and was even as we have said. Presently Kemeriyeh and her sister [Wekhimeh] came up to their grandfather and told him what
they had done; whereupon he came to Tuhfeh and saluted her and gave her joy of her deliverance. Then he delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb
and took all the former's riches and gave them to Tuhfeh, whilst the troops encamped upon the Crescent Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh
Aboultawaif said to Tuhfeh, 'Blame me not,' and she kissed his hands. As they were thus engaged, there appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, as
they were clouds, and Queen Es Shuhba flying in their van, with a drawn sword in her hand.."O king," answered the youth, "if there have betided
thee talk because of me, by Allah, by Allah the Great, those who have brought on thee this talk from the folk are these wicked viziers, who devise
with the folk and tell them foul things and evil concerning the king's house; but I trust in God that He will cause their malice to revert upon their
heads. As for the king's menace of me with slaughter, I am in the grasp of his hand; so let not the king occupy his mind with my slaughter, for that I
am like unto the sparrow in the hand of the fowler; if he will, he slaughtereth him, and if he will, he looseth him. As for the delaying of my
slaughter, it [proceedeth] not [from] the king, but from Him in whose hand is my life; for, by Allah, O king, if God willed my slaughter, thou
couldst not avail to postpone it, no, not for a single hour. Indeed, man availeth not to fend off evil from himself, even as it was with the son of King
Suleiman Shah, whose anxiety and carefulness for the accomplishment of his desire of the new-born child [availed him nothing], for his last hour
was deferred how many a time! and God saved him until he had accomplished his [foreordained] period and had fulfilled [the destined term of] his
life.".All this while, Selim lay in shackles and strait prison, and melancholy possessed him by reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that
tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed on him and affliction was prolonged, he fell sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and
indeed he was like to perish for much suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and bringing him forth of the prison, committed him to an old
woman, who had a nose the bigness of a jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him and serve him and entreat him kindly, so haply he might be
made whole of that his sickness. So the old woman took him and carrying him to her lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat and drink;
and when he was quit of that torment, he recovered from his malady..? ? ? ? ? Whose subtleness might well infect the understanding folk; And
secrets didst thou, in thy cheer, to us communicate..Old Woman, the Merchant and the King, The, i. 265..? ? ? ? ? I fear me for my body from
sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..As they were thus in the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance
and delight, and indeed the wine was sweet to them and the talk pleasant, behold, there came a knocking at the door. So the master of the house
went out, that he might see what was to do, and found ten men of the Khalif's eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was amazed and said to
them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful saluteth thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and
whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have sold her." And they said, "Swear by the head of the Commander of the
Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her and that she was no longer at his disposal; but they paid no *need to his
word and forcing their way into the house, found the damsel and the young Damascene in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the
youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money." But they hearkened not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the
Commander of the Faithful..? ? ? ? ? Our loves are joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and the cup of love-delight 'twixt us doth
circulate..Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..? ? ? ? ? The season of my presence is never at an end 'Mongst all
their time in gladness and solacement who spend,.David and Solomon, i. 275..As for Mesrour, he gave not over running till he came to the
by-street, [wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now the latter was sitting reclining at the lattice, and chancing to look round, saw
Mesrour running along the street and said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Meseemeth the Khalif, when I went forth from him, dismissed the Divan and went in
to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;] whereupon she arose and condoled with him [for me,] saying, 'God greaten thy recompence
for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to her, 'None is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad, may thy head outlive her!' Quoth she, 'It is not she
who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy boon-companion.' And he to her, 'None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad.' And they gainsaid one another, till
the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the sword- bearer to see who is dead. Wherefore it were best that thou lie
down, so he may see thee and go and acquaint the Khalif and confirm my saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad stretched herself out and Aboulhusn covered
her with her veil and sat at her head, weeping..? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dcxxix.? ? ? ? ? Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how
many a melting wight In waiting for the unkept tryst doth watch the weary night!.So she arose and tearing her clothes, went in to the king, in the
presence of the viziers, and cast herself upon him, saying, "O king, falleth my shame not upon thee and fearest thou not reproach? Indeed, this is
not of the behoof of kings that their jealousy over their women should be thus [laggard]. Thou art heedless and all the folk of the realm prate of
thee, men and women. So either slay him, that the talk may be cut off, or slay me, if thy soul will not consent to his slaughter." Thereupon the
king's wrath waxed hot and he said to her, "I have no pleasure in his continuance [on life] and needs must I slay him this day. So return to thy house
and comfort thy heart.".Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart doth not grieve.'.? ? ? ? ? p. The Idiot and
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the Sharper dccccv.When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep the secret. So she
took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O
nurse, my heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin, never knew I a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these verses." And the muse
made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an answer and reck thou
not" Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I supplicate Him, who parted us and doomed
Our separation, that we may meet again..There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by her husband,
and they had a hired servant, a man of excellent understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child
in the night and they sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..? ? ? ? ? I'll say. If for my loved ones' loss I rent my
heart for dole,.71. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man dclvi.? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do? It is the Almighty's will; we
most submit.
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