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110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.One day, another of my friends came to me and said 'A neighbour of mine hath invited
me to hear [music]. [And he would have me go with him;] but I said, 'I will not foregather with any one.' However, he prevailed upon me [to
accompany him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a man, who came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in the name of God!' Then he pulled
out a key and opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the door after us. Quoth I, 'We are the first of the folk; but where are their
voices?' (128) '[They are] within the house,' answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so be not amazed at the absence of the folk.' And my friend said
to me, 'Behold, we are two, and what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought us into the house,] and when we entered the saloon, we found
it exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a trap]; but there is no power and no virtue save in God the Most
High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May God not requite thee for me with good!'.90. The Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.2. The Fisherman and the Genie
viii.The company marvelled at the generosity of this man and his clemency (152) and courtesy, and the Sultan said, 'Tell us another of thy stories.'
(153) 'It is well,' answered the officer, 'They avouch that.When the morning morrowed, they found themselves reduced to a fourth part of their
number and there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction and Hudheifeh came out between the ranks
(now he was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad! Let none come forth to me but your Amir,
so I may talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will meet him, and may he who is void of offence come off
safe!" Then he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad,
[replied not to him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single combat..It is told of Jaafer ben Yehya
the Barmecide that he sat down one day to drink and being minded to be private (with his friends), sent for his boon-companions, in whom he
delighted, and charged the chamberlain (145) that he should suffer none of the creatures of God the Most High to enter, save a man of his
boon-companions, by name Abdulmelik ben Salih, (146) who was behindhand with them. Then they donned coloured clothes, (147) for that it was
their wont, whenas they sat in the wine-chamber, to don raiment of red and yellow and green silk, and sat down to drink, and the cups went round
and the lutes pulsed..So each of them fared on with that which was with him and gave not over going till they met in one of the inns (33) and each
complained to the other of that which he had abidden of travel [in quest of custom] and of the lack of demand for his wares. Now each of them had
it in mind to cheat his fellow; so El Merouzi said to Er Razi, 'Wilt thou sell me that?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the other continued, 'And wilt thou
buy that which is with me?' Er Razi assented; so they agreed upon this and each of them sold his fellow that which was with him [in exchange for
the other's ware]; after which they bade each other farewell and parted. As soon as they were out of each other's sight, they examined their loads, to
see what was therein, and one of them found that he had a load of sheep's dung and the other that he had a load of goat's dung; whereupon each of
them turned back in quest of his fellow. They met in the inn aforesaid and laughed at each other and cancelling their bargain, agreed to enter into
partnership and that all that they had of money and other good should be in common between them, share and share alike..Then the king assembled
his nobles and commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity,
none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought,
for that which God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and
thank Him for that this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he
strained the youth to his breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and
watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his
son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity.
And he took leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in his stead..? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a slave forget his liege lord's love! And how
Of all things in the world should I forget the love of thee?.The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii. 226..? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our
prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed your sight..Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's
woes, iii. 43..As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping till God the Most High brought on the morning, when he awoke, crying out and saying,
"Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the slave-girls till his mother heard him calling
upon strange damsels and rising, came to him and said, "The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O Aboulhusn! Thou dreamest." So he
opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his head, raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy mother;" and he
answered, "Thou liest! I am the Commander of the Faithful, the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother cried out and said to him, "God preserve thy
reason! Be silent, O my son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will assuredly betide,] if any hear this talk and
carry it to the Khalif.".Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii 207..? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to boot, he brought and caskets full of
pearls And priceless rubies and the like of costly gems and bright;.They tell that El Hejjaj (70) once commanded the Master of Police [of Bassora]
to go round about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he found [abroad] after nightfall, that he should strike off his head. So he went round one
night of the nights and came upon three youths staggering from side to side, and on them signs of [intoxication with] wine. So the officers laid hold
of them and the captain of the watch said to them, "Who are ye that ye transgress the commandment of the [lieutenant of the] Commander of the
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Faithful and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the youths, "I am the son of him to whom [all] necks (71) abase themselves, alike the
nose-pierced (72) of them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in their own despite, abject and submissive, and he taketh of their wealth
(74) and of their blood.".The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dccccxciii.114. El Abbas
and the King's Daughter of Baghdad dcccclxvi.When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood
looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, Whose beauty amazeth all those that behold..I clipped her in mine arms and straight grew
drunken with the scent, iii. 125.."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the damsel to her chamber, saying to her, "The
Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest equitably, O Commander of the Faithful,
in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So she kissed the earth and recited the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding darkness were..10. Women's
Craft cxcv-cc.? ? ? ? ? I clipped her (118) in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent Of a fresh branch that had been reared in affluence
and content..When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest
thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the
madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the
palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and
returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil
dclxxxiii.? ? ? ? ? Peace on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! So should our hearts be eased and eyes no longer sore..When the
king had made an end of his story, he bade the bystanders spit in the Magian's face and curse him; and they did this. Then he bade cut out his
tongue and on the morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and pluck out his eyes. On the third day he bade cut off his hands and on the fourth his
feet; and they ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each member they cast into the fire, after its cutting-off, before his face, till his soul
departed, after he had endured torments of all kinds and fashions. The king bade crucify his trunk on the city-wall three days' space; after which he
let burn it and reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad in the air..? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine, With all
sweet-scented herbs, round the juice of the vine..?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..Then Khelbes used to attend the learned man's assembly,
whilst the other would go in to his wife and abide with her, on such wise as he thought good, till the learned man arose from his session; and when
Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he would speak a word for the lover to hear, whereupon he went forth from Khelbes's wife, and the latter
knew not that calamity was in his own house. At last the learned man, seeing Khelbes do on this wise every day, began to misdoubt of him, more
by token of that which he knew of his character, and suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he advanced the time of his rising before the wonted
hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid hold of him and said to him, 'By Allah, an thou speak a single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!' Then he
went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his grasp, and behold, she was sitting, as of her wont, nor was there about her aught of suspicious or
unseemly..Then the king summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they
married them, after the king had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two
princes went in to their brides and did away their maidenhead and loved them and were vouchsafed children by them..116. Iskender Dhoulkernein
and a certain Tribe of Poor Folk cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among creatures
is rare and sought for in mountain and vale..66. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.? ? ? ? ? Though Fortune whiles to thee
belike may be unjust, Her seasons change and man's excused if he transgress..Three Young Men, El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..53. Abou Hassan es
Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan Night ccxlix.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.Now it was the night-season. So the
soldiers carried him without the city, thinking to crucify him, when, behold, there came out upon them thieves and fell in on them with swords and
[other] weapons. Thereupon the guards left him whom they purposed to put to death [and took to flight], whilst the man who was going to slaughter
fled forth at a venture and plunging into the desert, knew not whither he went before he found himself in a thicket and there came out upon him a
lion of frightful aspect, which snatched him up and set him under him. Then he went up to a tree and tearing it up by the roots, covered the man
therewith and made off into the thicket, in quest of the lioness..So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter, the king
seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not but with
one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me not to one
who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with that which
his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good grace, I
will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire
not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took his
daughter and fled with her..? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my tears be dried..? ? ? ? ? c.
The King who knew the Quintessence of Things dcccxci.Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill, i. 70..Thereupon the king
went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she told him that me king her husband was weak; (211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared
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for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him [and bore a son]; and the
kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed the son of a baker; so do
thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have
given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two
dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and
other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him wealth galore and
advanced him to high estate.".?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..THE MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE FAVOURITE OF
THE KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI AMRILLAH. (180).He returned them the most gracious of answers and bade carry the Magian forth
of the town and set him on a high scaffold that had been builded for him there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I will torture him with all kinds of
fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that which he had wrought of knavery with the daughter of his father's brother and what he had
caused betide her of severance between her and her husband and how he had required her of herself, but she had sought refuge against him with
God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose rather humiliation than yield to his wishes, notwithstanding stress of torment; neither recked
she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth and raiment and jewels..Then he called Sitt el Milah and said to her, "The house [wherein thou
lodgest] and that which is therein Is a guerdon [from me] to thy lord. So do thou take him and depart with him in the safeguard of God the Most
High; but absent not yourselves from our presence." [So she went forth with Noureddin and] when she came to the house, she found that the
Commander of the Faithful had sent them gifts galore and abundance of good things. As for Noureddin, he sent for his father and mother and
appointed him agents and factors in the city of Damascus, to take the rent of the houses and gardens and khans and baths; and they occupied
themselves with collecting that which accrued to him and sending it to him every year. Meanwhile, his father and mother came to him, with that
which they had of monies and treasures and merchandise, and foregathering with their son, saw that he was become of the chief officers of the
Commander of the Faithful and of the number of his session-mates and entertainers, wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him and he also
rejoiced in them..70. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman dclvi.154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.? ? ? ? ?
Whose subtleness might well infect the understanding folk; And secrets didst thou, in thy cheer, to us communicate..? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to idolaters
if she herself should show, They'd leave their idols and her face for only Lord would know;.? ? ? ? ? Peace upon thee! Ah, how bitter were the
severance from thee! Be not this thy troth-plight's ending nor the last of our delight!.So she gave him the lute and he forewent her, till he came to
the house of easance, and behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her with discourse.
Then he descended the stair and she followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till they came to a
horse standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he held the stirrup for
her. So she mounted and the horse shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side; whereat she was
affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof
were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner colours..? ? ? ? ? An you'd of evil be quit, look that no evil yon do; Nay, but do good, for the like
God will still render to you..The damsel rejoiced, when the old man returned to her with the lute, and taking it from him, tuned its strings and sang
the following verses:.Affairs, Of Looking to the Issues of, i. 80..Son, Story of King Ibrahim and his, i. 138..The news came to the rest of the kings;
so they [flew after him and] overtaking him, found him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh
Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard
this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and
indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered
themselves together unto him much people, none may tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the
Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?'
Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his
folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of
Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.? ? ? ?
? n. The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death dcccciii.When the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that which they had done and the
affair was grievous to them; so they sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us
[of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, I may no longer abide with you and I am about to depart from you.' Then they humbled themselves in
supplication to her and wept and said to her, 'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High, that thou take upon thyself the governance of
the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave not over supplicating her, till she consented
and abode in the kingship. Her first commandment was that they should bury the princess and build over her a dome (6) and she abode in that
palace, worshipping God the Most High and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her,
by reason of the excellence of her piety and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to
whom belong might and majesty, but He granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all countries..? ? ? ? ? All hearkening to my word,
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obeying my command, In whatsoever thing is pleasing to my sight..? ? ? ? ? They have departed; but the steads yet full of them remain: Yea, they
have left me, but my heart of them doth not complain..62. Abdallah ben Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his Slave-girl ccclxxxiii.? ? ? ? ? c.
The Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.When the evening evened, the king sent for the vizier to his privy sitting chamber and bade him [tell] the
[promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. They avouch, O king, that.Azadbekht and his Son, History of King, i. 61.The
Twenty-Third Night of the Month..38. Yehya ben Khalid and Mensour ccv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cxlviii.So he
left her and slept his night and on the morrow he repaired to the shop of his friend the druggist and saluted him. The other welcomed him and
questioned him of his case; whereupon he told him how he had fared, till he came to the mention of the woman's husband, when he said, 'Then
came the cuckold her husband and she clapped me into the chest and shut the lid on me, whilst her addlepated pimp of a husband went round about
the house, top and bottom; and when he had gone his way, we returned to what we were about.' With this, the druggist was certified that the house
was his house and the wife his wife, and he said, 'And what wilt thou do to-day?' Quoth the singer, 'I shall return to her and weave for her and full
her yarn, (198) and I came but to thank thee for thy dealing with me.'.84. The Devout Woman and the two Wicked Elders cccxciv.One night, when
the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from
a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which
covered him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister,
with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine
eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer
ben el Hadi dclvii.Disciple's Story, The, i. 283..? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who of his grace
will not forget me e'er..Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..? ? ? ? ? None, by Allah, 'mongst all creatures, none I love save thee alone!
Yea, for I am grown thy bondman, by the troth betwixt us plight..King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..?STORY OF THE DETHRONED
KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND GOOD WERE RESTORED TO HIM..Presently, one of the slave-girls brought him a pair of sandals wrought
with raw silk and green silk and embroidered with red gold, and he took them and put them in his sleeve, whereat the slave cried out and said,
"Allah! Allah! O my lord, these are sandals for the treading of thy feet, so thou mayst enter the draught-house." Aboulhusn was confounded and
shaking the sandals from his sleeve, put them on his feet, whilst the Khalif [well-nigh] died of laughter at him. The slave forewent him to the house
of easance, where he entered and doing his occasion, came out into the chamber, whereupon the slave- girls brought him a basin of gold and an
ewer of silver and poured water on his hands and he made the ablution..? ? ? ? ? a. The Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.? ? ? ? ? "How many a cup with
bitterness o'erflowing have I quaffed! I make my moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine."
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