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"Don't be afraid," Gelluk said, his voice strong and musical over the panting gasp of the huge bellows and the steady roar of the fire. "Come, come
see how he flies in the air, making himself pure, making his subjects pure!" He drew Otter to the edge of the roasting pit. His eyes shone in the flare
and dazzle of the flames. "Evil spirits that work for the King become clean," he said, his lips close to Otter's ear. "As they slaver, the dross and
stains flow out of them. Illness and impurities fester and run free from their sores. And then when they're burned clean at last they can fly up, fly up
into the Courts of the King. Come along, come along, up into his tower, where the dark night brings forth the moon!".There are some who say that
the school had its beginnings far differently. They say that Roke used to be ruled by a woman called the Dark Woman, who was in league with the
Old Powers of the earth. They say she lived in a cave under Roke Knoll, never coming into the daylight, but weaving vast spells over land and sea
that compelled men to her evil will, until the first Archmage came to Roke, unsealed and entered the cave, defeated the Dark Woman, and took her
place..Maybe this man began to think, Who's to forbid me to do the same with the living? Why have I the.His humble teachers had taught him all
the words they knew of the Language of the Making. Among.She was there, the sick woman who could heal him, the poof woman who held the
treasure, the.grew out of the wall at every step; the touch of a finger, and something would fall into their.and charms to ensure the good outcome of
such undertakings was shared among the witches. But when.Summoning the useful Hound to help him, Early had made a very thorough inquiry
into what happened..And the boy must have a staff. Why had Nemmerle let him leave Roke without one, empty-handed as a prentice or a witch?
Power like that shouldn't go wandering about unchannelled and unsignalled..Medra bowed his head, standing there. "Anieb," he said, "can you
come back this far? I don't know.away. They were kissing. I walked toward the muffled sound of music, some all-night restaurant.House. When
they came there, it was late afternoon. He went down to the stream and drank from it."You never sent to me, you never let me send to you, all the
time you were gone. I was just.perfume, sharp yet at the same time mild; a young couple passed; the girl turned to the man; her.seemed a bit crude.
Heavy-handed ... She didn't say where she'd learned it. Here, of course ....As he walked he thought; he thought hard; he recalled. He recalled all he
could of matters his teacher had spoken of once only and long ago. Strange matters, so strange he had never known if they were true wizardry or
mere witchery, as they said on Roke. Matters he certainly had never heard about on Roke, nor did he ever speak about them there, maybe fearing
the Masters would despise him for taking such things seriously, maybe knowing they would not understand them, because they were Gontish
matters, truths of Gont. They were not written even in Ard's lore-books, that had come down from the Great Mage Ennas of Perregal. They were all
word of mouth. They were home truths..walked down it. The four men followed her..flames flickered between their knees, and at the bottom lay the
unbroken black surface of an.with you drawing you to the particular attention of the Master Summoner.".the burning
day..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (62 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM]."Well, to my story. Forty years and more ago, there was a child born on the Isle of Ark, a rich."Tell us who you are," the white-haired man
said, courteously enough, but without greeting or.Gift was in the dairy, having finished the evening milking. She was straining the milk and setting
out the pans. "Mistress," said a voice at the door, and she thought it was the curer and said, "Just a minute while I finish this," and then turning saw
a stranger and nearly dropped the pan. "Oh, you startled me!" she said. "What can I do for you, then?".most of the work. The ewe bore the digging
knife patiently, her opaque, amber, slotted eyes gazing.loose, she looked up and saw on the bank above her the black figure of a man.."Gully," he
named himself after a pause, and she thought it was a name he had made up to call.one says-if one is human. Human beings cannot lie in that
language. Dragons can; or so the dragons."This is not a teller's tale, mistress. This is not a story you will ever hear anyone else tell..Medra
nodded..Medra to take his place. Despite his ranting and scolding against dragon hunters, High-drake had.On his rides, he sometimes passed an old
house on a hill among great oaks. When he turned off the village lane up the hill, a pack of scrawny, evil-mouthed dogs came pelting and bellowing
down at him. The mare was afraid of dogs and liable to buck and bolt, so he kept his distance. But he had an eye for beauty, and liked to look at the
old house dreaming away in the dappled light of the early summer afternoons..Among the Kargs the power of magic appears to be very rare as a
native gift, perhaps because it was neglected or actively suppressed by their society and government. Except as an evil to be dreaded and shunned,
magic plays no recognized part in their society. This inability or refusal to practice magic puts the Kargs at a disadvantage with the Archipelagans
in almost every respect, which may explain why they have generally held themselves aloof from trade or any kind of interchange, other than
piratical raids and invasions of the nearer islands of the South Reach and around the Gontish Sea..The existence of magic as a recognized, effective
power wielded by certain individuals, but not by all, shapes and influences all the institutions of the Hardic peoples, so that, much as ordinary life
in the Archipelago seems to resemble that of nonindustrial peoples elsewhere, there are almost immeasurable differences. One of these differences
may be, or may be indicated by, the lack of any kind of institutionalised religion. Superstition is as common as it is anywhere, but there are no
gods, no cults, no formal worship of any kind. Ritual occurs only in traditional offerings at the sites of the Old Powers, in the great, universally
celebrated annual festivals such as Sunreturn and the Long Dance, in the speaking and singing of the traditional songs and epics at these festivals,
and, perhaps, in the performance of spells of magic..Her mother Ayo and her mothers sister Mead were wise women. They healed Otter as best
they could with warm oils and massage, herbs and chants. They talked to him and listened when he talked. Neither of them had any doubt but that
he was a man of great power. He denied this. "I could have done nothing without your daughter," he said..Irian, I'll give you that. My name is
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Etaudis.".She had thought maybe his talk of coming here to cure the cattle sickness was one of the mad bits. He did not act like the curers who
came by with remedies and spells and salves for the animals. But after he had rested a couple of days, he asked her who the cattlemen of the village
were, and went off, still walking sore-footed, in Bren's old shoes. It made her heart turn in her, seeing that..it seemed to me, but no one paid the
least attention to the change, and I could not even say when.flung open and the terrible shining figure stood there..When Veil came up from town to
bring them the last of the late peaches, they laughed; peaches were.then it was not really what she had wanted to know, but she wanted to know
more. He was patient.was fond of children and animals. He liked all beautiful things. It was pleasant to have a young."There," Anieb said. She
pointed at the mountain and smiled. She looked at her companion, then slowly down at the ground. She sank down kneeling. He knelt with her,
tried to support her, but she slid down in his arms. He tried to keep her head at least from the mud of the track. Her limbs and face twitched, her
teeth chattered. He held her close against him, trying to warm her..far end of the old workings. There he nodded downward and stamped his
foot..Curious manners, I thought. But, then, if that's what's done. . ..willpower, or the strength of the spell the girl had laid on him. Their
conversation was in the."I can tell you only how it seems to me," the Herbal said, reluctant, uncomfortable..What he learned working with his
father and uncle in the shipyard he could use, at least; and he.Hand said, "Irian, I am sorry. Ivory was my pupil. If I taught him badly, I did worse in
sending.clothes on, foul as they were from days and days of travel. There was a pair of shoes under the.expansive. "And maybe you'll be looking at
my yearlings over in the Long Pond pastures, in the.and incredulous at his obstinacy-"Master, I would stay, but my work is on Gont-I wish it was
here,.the yells of gulls and dockworkers wreathing the air with a thin, ungainly music, he shut his eyes.The name and office of archmage were
invented by Halkel, and the Archmage of Roke was a tenth Master, never counted among the Nine. A vital ethical and intellectual force, the
archmage also exerted considerable political power. On the whole this power was used benevolently. Maintaining Roke as a strong centralising,
normalising, pacific element in Archipelagan society, the archmages sent out sorcerers and wizards trained to understand the ethical practice of
magic and to protect communities from drought, plague, invaders, dragons, and the unscrupulous use of their art.."Of course you do. You'd better.
I'll witch you if you don't.".queens and kings of Earthsea," he thought, "and they are only the grass that grows on this hill.".Iria regularly. He tried
stopping in the village at the foot of the hill to ask questions, but.wizard to teach you what you need. Of course you need what I can teach you. You
need the names..Night had come. Gift's lamp had flickered out. Only the red glow of the fire shone on Hawk's face..He was so distraught that when
he made up his mind to call Silence he could not think of the.stone tower..him as he was said to use people, emptying their minds like little sacks,
then everyone on Roke.dreams of earth stopping his mouth and nostrils, the only dreams he ever had, nights in the cell.."Lost with Ath when he
went into the west," Crow said.."But why did you give up music?".Havnor was better placed for trade and for sending out fleets to protect the
Hardic islands.had no strength against the strong. They gave me all they had to give, but it was little. It was.what the wizard was telling him. Yet he
was certain, now, that Gelluk's ideas, the teaching he so.with women, only women. It did not appear to me to be a powder room, but I had no way
of.out of its foundation, like the negative image of a rocket prow), I reached a hall upholstered in.gesticulating mannequins that spun like tops, that
furiously did gymnastics; they handed one.series of rooms with grotesque -- because moving, even active -- statues; a kind of wide street.said,
"Might be a good idea. Come to Roke. Safer.".In there he knew he should hurry, that the bones of the earth ached to move, and that he must
become them to guide them, but he could not hurry. There was on him the bewilderment of any transformation. He had in his day been fox, and
bull, and dragonfly, and knew what it was to change being. But this was different, this slow enlargement. I am vastening, he thought.."There's
nobody in the village could change that," she said. She looked up into his face for a.When he showed signs of reviving during the journey, one of
them bashed him on the head, remarking.fighting against them, and at last crying out one other word. Then the man Ayeth crouched
there,."Memory, memory," Hemlock said. "Talent's no good without memory!" He was not harsh, but he was unyielding. Diamond had no idea
what opinion Hemlock had of him, and guessed it to be pretty low. The wizard sometimes had him come with him to his work, mostly laying spells
of safety on ships and houses, purifying wells, and sitting on the councils of the city, seldom speaking but always listening. Another wizard, not
Roke-trained but with the healer's gift, looked after the sick and dying of South Port. Hemlock was glad to let him do so. His own pleasure was in
studying and, as far as Diamond could see, doing no magic at all. "Keep the Equilibrium, it's all in that," Hemlock said, and, "Knowledge, order,
and control." Those words he said so often that they made a tune in Diamond's head and sang themselves over and over: knowledge, or-der, and
contro-----.....The Windkey stood silent, but the group of men muttered, angry, and some of them moved forward. Azver came between her and
them, her words releasing him from the paralysis of mind and body that had held him. "Tell Thorion we will meet him on Roke Knoll," he said.
"When he comes, we will be there. Now come with me," he said to Irian..He had married while he was in Shelieth, a woman no one at Iria knew
anything about, for she came from some other island, it was said, somewhere in the west, and she never came to Iria, for she died in childbirth there
in the city.."Where?" he whispered, and then said the word aloud in the language all things understand that.and yet slower, but they walked on.
There was no sound but the sound of the rain falling from the."Did you talk at all to Master Hemlock?".bully and humiliate them, spite and thwart
them, hating the death they saw in them. He had seen.cavern stretched away. He could see that its rooms and passages went much farther than he
had.the True Speech. This could mean human wizards, or dragons, or both. In the arcane Lore of Paln,.wisdom," said the Archmage. He looked at
Emer again. "May he stay here, mistress? Is that your.hanging loosely from the ceiling struck one another with the sound of sleigh bells,
prismatic."Is he curing the cattle?" she asked..honour her inheritance and be true to Iria. She drank the wine, but she hated the curses and.went off
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into the darkness with a numb face, like a child who has been shown the falseness of a.Berry went and fetched his sister, after he had heard
Sunbright's tale at the tavern, and San's.Earthsea over thirty years ago: I needed to know where things are, and how to get from here to.now here I
was flying. This final journey was to end in fifteen minutes.."He thinks I have this huge great talent. For magic.".all, a love story can happen at any
time, anywhere. "On the High Marsh" is a story from the brief.The faintest little sighing tremor ran over the slow, smooth swells..more. Her eyes
were closed, but suddenly the whites shone from underneath her lashes; I bent.The Patterner never came to her much before noon, so she had the
mornings free. She was used to solitude, but still she missed Rose and Daisy and Coney, and the chickens and the cows and ewes, and the rowdy,
foolish dogs, and all the work she did at home trying to keep Old Iria together and put food on the table. So she worked away unhurriedly every
morning till she saw the mage come out from the trees with his sunlight-coloured hair shining in the sunlight.."Who's to lay this floor?" he said,
now merely querulous..There was silence. It would not be easy for me, I thought, to stomach this new world. And.NEONAX NEONAX NEONAX.
These might have been the names of stations, or possibly of.cobbled, he heard voices..But her boat-cradle of willow wood, floating free, bore their
child Serriadh to safety, wearing.going to do in town, in Oraby, when they got paid off. He heard a good deal about the whores in.Doorkeeper for a
moment. All his notions of humiliating the Masters as they had humiliated him."What if you got to be a wizard! Oh! Think of the stuff you could
teach me! Shapechanging -- We could be anything. Horses! Bears!"."That I'm a
fool.".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (70 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].It is said that Segoy first wrote the True Runes in fire on the wind, so that they are coeval with.creatures of the Grove. As he had said, he did
not try to teach her. When she asked about the.to the right of the hearth, and took up her mending. "Get warm through, and then I'll show
you.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (11 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].had won his staff on Roke, was used to having boys come to him begging to be tested and, if they."The watermetal," Otter
said.."Where?".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (23 of 111) [2/5/2004
12:33:30 AM].the trees. "Stay tonight. You
will?".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (63 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM]."That's right, little servant, well done," Gelluk said to her in his tender voice. "Give your."Irian," he said, and now her name came easily,
sweet and cool as spring water in his dry mouth. "Irian, here's what you must do to enter the Great House...".And Dulse was standing on his own
doorstep, three eggs in his hand and the rain running cold down.He broke free, stood up, stooping; neither of them could stand straight in the low
cabin. Clenching and unclenching his hands, he stood as far from her as he could, his back to her..undertaking; but as Lao Tzu says, wise people
march along with the baggage wagons..border of stone, old, covered with a yellowish lichen, and there I felt, at last, a real wind, clean,.He stood
there for a while, bewildered. It seemed to him that it was not by his own act or.to be a gift?".had whistled, and the young cow had led him through
the stream, and Emer had opened the door. He.Crow cocked his head..the weather was settled so mild, they had put up the mast and big square sail.
The ship drifted.all loyalties. No commonwealth was left and no justice, only the will of the wealthy. Men of noble.we fought. And then it was
over. He broke. Like a stick breaking. He was broken. But he fled away..ceilings and concave walls. Ceilingless corridors, at the top enveloped in a
shining powder. I."I'll see you then," said Diamond, looking big and handsome and indifferent, and walked off.."Wait here a little, if you please,
Irian," the Doorkeeper said, and went into the room, leaving the door wide open behind him. She could see bookshelves and books, a table piled
with more books and inkpots and writings, two or three boys seated at the table, and the grey-haired, stocky man the Doorkeeper spoke to. She saw
the man's face change, saw his eyes shift to her in a brief, startled gaze, saw him question the Doorkeeper, low-voiced, intense..and eyes, and a
head of wild dusty hair. She was yelling, "Down! Back to the house, you carrion,."Nais. . .".years, in the minds of most people, all magic was
black..drained her cup, reached out a hand to the fluffy covering on her arms, and tore it -- she did not.day dazzled Irian's eyes. When she could see
clearly she saw a path leading from the door through.She followed the Doorkeeper down a stone passageway. Only at the end of it did she think to
turn.what I mean by plugs? They'd work out as the timbers work when she gets in a heavy sea." Hound.Otter looked from one to the other. Clearly
they had told him their own greatest secret and their
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