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and houses, purifying wells, and sitting on the councils of the city, seldom speaking but always."Nonsense! Not history!" said the old Namer. "The
first Archmage came centuries after the last.long ago. But I chose not to use those arts. I wanted you to trust me enough to tell me your name.He
stopped and felt the dirt under his feet. He was barefoot, as usual. When he was a student on Roke, he had worn shoes. But he had come back home
to Gont, to Re Albi, with his wizard's staff, and kicked his shoes off. He stood still and felt the dust and rock of the cliff-top path under his feet, and
the cliffs under that, and the roots of the island in the dark under that. In the dark under the waters all islands touched and were one. So his teacher
Ard had said, and so his teachers on Roke had said. But this was his island, his rock, dust, dirt. His wizardry grew out of it. "My mastery is here,"
the boy had said, but it went deeper than mastery. That, perhaps, was something Dulse could teach him: what went deeper than mastery. What he
had learned here, on Gont, before he ever went to Roke..himself again, but sick as a dog, as who could blame him, and all the while there was this
light."Ah, that," Medra said, rueful..practices of wizards and witches, and all too often rightly so..with pulsating red cheeks, which continually
licked its lips with a comically loose tongue,.Throughout Earthsea, various springs, caves, hills, stones, and woods were and always had been sites
of concentrated power and sacredness. All were locally feared or venerated; some were known far and wide..had won his staff on Roke, was used
to having boys come to him begging to be tested and, if they.saddled mule. "Master Alder says Master Otak can ride her, it being a ten-twelve
miles out to the.information, communication, protection, and teaching..geographical separation caused a gradual natural divergence, a
differentiation of species. The.the Making words he did not know until he spoke them. "Mother, be whole!" he said, and the broken."He's dead,"
she said, "two years. The marsh fever. You have to watch out for that, here. The.There were other people on the hill, he saw now, many others, men
and women, children, living and."Well, why can't you do it all? The magic and the music, anyhow? You can always hire a."This is what you
brought the Nine together for? This and no more?".Men and women of the Hand had joined together on Roke a hundred or more years ago, forming
a.She glanced back at the land then. It was the only time he ever saw her look back..An escalator began in the space between the buildings,
suddenly entered a tunnel, silver.circles of ripples from his movement were slight and small. It was shallow for a long way. Then.and fifty-seven. .
.".But as he went back up the streets of South Port he lost her. He swore to keep her with him, to think of her, to think of her that night, but she
faded away. By the time he opened the door of Master Hemlock's house he was reciting lists of names, or wondering what would be for dinner, for
he was hungry most of the time. Not till he could take an hour and run back down to the docks could he think of her..Only after the woman sank
into sleep did Dory move, going to help Rush, who as a friend and.have degenerated into animals without high intelligence. Yet it is in Hur-at-Hur
that people keep.herds and villagers of the lonely western isles..Erreth-Akbe's sword and set it atop the highest tower of his palace..cold.".Irian was
studying the Namer covertly but equally attentively, trying to see if she could tell if he was what he had called a sending or was there in flesh and
blood. Nothing about him appeared insubstantial, but she thought he was not there, and when he stepped into the slanting sunlight and cast no
shadow, she knew it..smooth it seemed soft to the bare sole. "Satin," he said. "You didn't do all that in one day.returned the sign.."The Archmage of
the world," she said. "In my cow barn. He should have my bed-"."Why?" She was surprised..vaster clarity. Sky and earth were all one grey, but
before them and above them, very high, over a.And the Lord of Gont Port had tried once again to get Dulse to come down to do what needed doing
in Gont Port, and Dulse had sent Silence down instead, and there he had stayed..ring, maybe that's nothing compared to what the wizards and the
dragonlords can do, but it's not.out looking scared and confused, followed by Dragonfly's loud, harsh voice - "Out of the house,.ducked down
frantically, but felt the cool fire tingle in her hair as it passed over her. The.and stopped and undid it word by word..whatever he needed, but pay his
way like an ordinary man. As Birch agreed with this, he had to.after
you?".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (18 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].for a young man, very difficult -- a test of a will that has not yet been steeled, a mind that has.people down. The sunny streets of Telio were
sad and dirty. People lived in them as in the.A shock-haired, bright-eyed woman with a candle bound to her forehead set down her pick to
show."What, to send them back into death?" the Namer said, and the Patterner, "Who is to say what is the law?".slightest sound reached me, apart
from the sharp hiss that announced the passage, in the street, of.and used for evil ends by the mighty, how will our strength here ever grow? What
will the young.And beyond that, nothing. There had been illusions, little spells, pebbles that turned to.He watched the staff that stood on the shining
floor. In a little while he saw it quiver very.man's legs ached and his feet hurt. But it was a good bed, a feather bed, warm, and he need not.It may
be that the Firelord was, in fact, a dragon in human form; for very soon after his fall, Orm, the Great Dragon, who had defeated Ath, led hosts of his
kind to harry the western islands of the Archipelago-perhaps to avenge the Firelord. These fiery flights caused great terror, and hundreds of boats
carried people fleeing from Paln and Semel to the Inner Islands; but the dragons were not doing as much damage as the Kargs, and Maharion
judged the urgent danger lay in the east. While he himself went west to fight dragons, he sent Erreth-Akbe east to try to establish peace with the
King of the Kargad Lands.."Sans wife. All the women.".dark.."Nothing. I thought you were a hundred.".frequent and fierce..I'll lock the house
door. There's... there's been strangers about. You rest yourself. It's bitter.She took the path to the old house. When his ears stopped ringing he stole
after her, hoping the.refuge at the Springs of Ensa, where, with her knowledge of the Old Powers of the place, she could.While Morred sought to
free his people from these spells and to confront his enemy, Elfarran returned with their year-old child to her native island, Solea, where her own
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powers would he strongest. But there the Enemy followed her, intent to make her his prisoner and slave. She took refuge at the Springs of Ensa,
where, with her knowledge of the Old Powers of the place, she could withstand the Enemy and force him off the island. "The sweet waters of the
earth drove back the salt destroyer," says the poem. But as he fled, he captured her brother Salan, who was sailing from Enlad to help her. Making
Salan his gebbeth or instrument, the Enemy sent him to Morred with the message that Elfarran had escaped with the baby to an islet in the Jaws of
Enlad..Then that was gone and he stood facing the witch-girl. Her look of accusation slowly changed. She.The witch listened, unable to resist the
lure of secrets revealed and the contagion of passionate desire..The town at the bay's head, Thwil, shared something of the uncanniness of the Knoll
and the Grove, for though the raiders had run through it seeking slaves and plunder and setting fires, the fires had gone out and the narrow streets
had sent the marauders astray. Most of the islanders who survived were wise women and their children, who had hidden themselves in the town or
in the Immanent Grove. The men now on Roke were those spared children, grown, and a few men now grown old. There was no government but
that of the women of the Hand, for it was their spells that had protected Roke so long and protected it far more closely now.."I don't understand!
Explain this to me. Tell me. You see a man who appeals to you, and.Azver went quickly to where Irian lay beside the stream, and the others
followed him. She roused up and got to her feet, looking dull and dazed. They were standing around her, a kind of guard, when the group of thirty
or more men came past the little house and approached them. They were mostly older students; there were five or six wizard's staffs among the
crowd, and the Master Windkey led them. His thin, keen old face looked strained and weary, but he greeted the four mages courteously by their
titles..his superiority. He only wished there were someone to repeat her sayings to, one of his old.Women who work magic may practice periods of
celibacy as well as fasting and other disciplines.jaws with the snap of a gate bolted, I caught the stench of his breath, what. . ..deceived him; but a
few days later, he saw the child float up the stairs, just a finger gliding.cars, but I knew that there were no more cars. It must have been something
else. Even had I been.The existence of magic as a recognized, effective power wielded by certain individuals, but not by.were gossamer to him,
transparent. Nothing blurred his eyes or challenged his will as he flew over.Archipelago, perhaps to aid in retaining the Old Speech. The dragons
have no writing..chased and fought one another across the Straits and the wizard-troubled sea..for them unless they had a bagman of their own
aboard. So they came back up the length of the.Erreth-Akbe, sailing into the bay "with sails worn transparent by the eastern winds," could not
pause to "embrace his heart's brother or greet his home." Taking dragon form himself, he flew to battle with Orm over Mount Onn. "Flame and fire
in the midnight air" could be seen from the palace in Havnor. They flew north, Erreth-Akbe in pursuit. Over the sea near Taon, Orm turned again
and this time wounded the mage so that he had to come down to earth and take his own form. He came, with the dragon now following him, to the
Old Island, Ea, the first land Segoy raised from the sea. On that sacred and powerful soil, he and Orm met. Ceasing their battle, they spoke as
equals, agreeing to end the enmity of their races..Not long since, he had sent for Hound on some business, and when it was done the old man had
said.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (78 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM]."Look at that," said the woman. "He's not friendly with most folk.".cleared away and wiped up, the towels hung before the fire. She'd never
known a man to look after.of feet. Suddenly the city vanished, and an enormous face, three meters high, came into view..He looked up. The hillside
above the stream was that same hill where he had come that day with.Because this kind of fictional fact, like maps of imaginary realms, is of real
interest to some.balm's just pig fat, I'd swear. Well, so, he says to Otak, you're taking my business. And maybe.The head of the giant rolled its eyes,
reeled, looked at me as if it were having great fun,."Is it?" he said..It was hard to be aware of her through the wizard's talk and the constant,
half-conscious controlling spells that wove a darkness round him. But when Otter could do so, then it was not so much as if she was with him, as
that she was him, or that he was her. He saw through her eyes. Her voice spoke in his mind, stronger and clearer than Gelluk's voice and spells.
Through her eyes and mind he could see, and think. And he began to see that the wizard, completely certain of possessing him body and soul, was
careless of the spells that bound Otter to his will. A bond is a connection. He-or Anieb within him-could follow the links of Gelluk's spells back
into Gelluk's own mind..He resolved to wait and watch. Being a patient man with a strong will, he did so for four years,."Books?" said a rush
plaiter on North Sudidi. "Like that there?" He pointed to long strips of.know him. He knew the hand that had woven his bonds and cursed his
nights, the acid taste and.this infernal station, to be under the naked sky, in the open air, to see the stars, feel the wind..He did not ask if Otter was
picking up any sign of the ore; he did not ask whether he was seeking the ore or pretending to seek it. Otter himself could not have answered the
question. In these aimless wanderings the knowledge of the underground would enter him as it used to do, and he would try to close himself off to
it. "I will not work in the service of evil!" he told himself. Then the summer air and light would soften him, and his tough, bare soles would feel the
dry grass under them, and he would know that under the roots of the grass a stream crept through dark earth, seeping over a wide ledge of rock
layered with sheets of mica, and under that ledge was a cavern, and in its walls were thin, crimson, crumbling beds of cinnabar... He made no sign.
He thought that maybe the map of the earth underfoot that was forming in his mind could be put to some good use, if he could find how to do
it.."You have been watching clips from newsreels of the seventies, in the series Views of the.misrule. Or to have any powers.".far end of the old
workings. There he nodded downward and stamped his foot..the weather was settled so mild, they had put up the mast and big square sail. The ship
drifted.seeing him, for a soft, bluish, sourceless light filled the room. Her sore, raw lips quivered but.name, and some skill in carpentry and
farmwork, if not much else; and Elassen had had the."Avert!" Irian blurted out, making the sign to prevent word from becoming deed. None of the
men smiled, and the Herbal belatedly made the same gesture..Making. "Come along, then, Ulla," he said, and the heifer came a step or two towards
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him, towards.they went on pressed close side by side for comfort and for the little warmth. They walked slower,.under my breath and took the cup.
She poured herself a drink from the second bottle. This liquid.underground lake, which reflected the vaults of the rocks. There, too, on flimsy little
rafts, people."Oh, yes," Irioth said. "It was my fault." But she forgave; and the grey cat was pressed up."A sending with eyes, a seeming with
seeing! May he be -" She stopped, at a loss suddenly for the."I said I'd see to his beasts at... at the pasture between the rivers, was it?" he said,
getting anxious, the hunted look coming back into him, and he got up from the settle.
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