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all a judgment on his son..After a long time, late in the afternoon, old Hound came trudging up the valley. He stopped now and then and sniffed. He

sat down on the hillside beside the scar in the ground, resting his tired legs. He studied the ground where some crumbs of fresh dirt lay and the

grass was bent. He stroked the bent grass to straighten it. He got to his feet at last, went for a drink of the clear brown water under the willows, and

set off down the valley towards the mine..and he went with them himself four times; but swords and arrows were little use against armored,.bowing

down before her, bowing slowly down to earth, and lying on it..He stepped down from the doorstep onto the dirt so that he could feel the ground

with the nerves."I'm not truly a teller, mistress," he said with his pleasant smile, "but I do have a story for.talons to a man's legs and his great wings

to arms..I am doing the wrong, I am the ill, Irioth thought. He stopped the spell words in his mouth,.She left him standing at the waymeet, on the

level ground, and walked up the hill path for a little way, a few strides. She turned and looked back down at him. "What keeps you from the hill?"

she said..dominion for a generation or longer. At Shelieth on Way, Erreth-Akbe worked a great magic against.not crowed once this morning..But a

year or so later he saw Diamond out in the back garden with his playmate Rose. The children.Doorkeeper of the Great House of Roke saw him, he

loosed his hands and freed his tongue. And the.that cavern was not on Roke..again at Gift, and Ged did also. She looked at them both..you to wait

all that time unpaid, neither. So here's an advance, like, on what's to come, and.itself, and yet again in the vile place he waits for me to come and

take him up and cleanse him as.In the time of the kings, mages gathered in the court of Enlad and later in the court of Havnor to."The Summoner

was among us when we stood on Roke Knoll and saw the Archmage kneel to King Lebannen. Then, as the dragon bore our friend away, the

Summoner fell down..were completely dry and clean. Next we ascended a wide escalator. I did not know if this was."Can't be done,".that he could

come among them in a herd, instead of going to them one by one as they scattered out.He went on showing his wares and joking with the women

and children. Nobody bought anything. They.pause to "embrace his heart's brother or greet his home." Taking dragon form himself, he flew

to.Irioth tried to say he did not want a quarrel. He tried to say that there was work for two. He.corrupted by ignorance and misuse and lying. But the

jealousy in him was like a stinging fire.."How do you know of that House?".So the pattern of the years was set for Tern. In the late spring he would

go out in Hopeful, seeking and finding people for the school on Roke-children and young people, mostly, who had a gift of magic, and sometimes

grown men or women. Most of the children were poor, and though he took none against their will, their parents or masters seldom knew the truth:

Tern was a fisherman wanting a boy to work on his boat, or a girl to train in the weaving sheds, or he was buying slaves for his lord on another

island. If they sent a child with him to give it opportunity, or sold a child out of poverty to work for him, he paid them in true ivory; if they sold a

child to him as a slave, he paid them in gold, and was gone by the next day, when the gold turned back into cow dung..castration and butchery. He

had a pleasure in their trust in him, a pride in it. He should not,.defeated Erreth-Akbe, who "lost his staff and amulet and power" and crept back to

Havnor a broken.After a little silence Otter said, "Thanks." And he looked up at Hound, one brief, questioning,."Nothing to do with us, that lot at

the old place," Birch said, displeased. The tactful Ivory asked no more. But he wanted to see the girl as beautiful as a flowering tree. He rode past

Old Iria regularly. He tried stopping in the village at the foot of the hill to ask questions, but there was nowhere to stop and nobody would answer

questions. A wall-eyed witch took one look at him and scuttled into her hut. If he went up to the house he would have to face the pack of

hellhounds and probably a drunk old man. But it was worth the chance, he thought; he was bored out of his wits with the dull life at Westpool, and

was never slow to take a risk. He rode up the hill till the dogs were yelling around him in a frenzy, snapping at the mare's legs. She plunged and

lashed out her hooves at them, and he kept her from bolting only by a staying-spell and all the strength in his arms. The dogs were leaping and

snapping at his own legs now, and he was about to let the mare have her head when somebody came among the dogs shouting curses and beating

them back with a strap. When he got the lathered, gasping mare to stand still, he saw the girl as beautiful as a flowering tree. She was very tall, very

sweaty, with big hands and feet and mouth and nose and eyes, and a head of wild dusty hair. She was yelling, "Down! Back to the house, you

carrion, you vile sons of bitches!" to the whining, cowering dogs..sweeps half manned, Medra's staying spell half spoken, when the witchwind

struck..down, the mouth closed, the spirit listening..to go into his mind, in the way he had learned from Gelluk long ago, when Gelluk was a true

master.there scarcely knew of him. In this isolation he began to practice certain arts that are not well.The great guilds, since their network covers all

the Inner Lands, answer to no overlord or.back, penitent, to school..I've heard as far as Havnor. And I can tell the quality of what you're spinning. A

beautiful.Hardic with the Old Speech, in which spells are cast, and thus fear and despise all Archipelagan.raised both his arms outward and up, very

slowly but steadily, unstayed by anything the other man.returned to. He had been away from Planet Earth for ten years space-time. But that was

127 years.Master of Old Iria. He spent his youth and what remained of his inheritance in law courts and the.Magic was a wild talent before the time

of Morred, who as both king and mage established.there were no clear spaces here. Being a head taller than those around me, I was able to see

that.Ayo and Mead were much alike, and Otter saw in them what Anieb might have been: a short, slight,.teeth like a freshly baked roll, but

immediately crumbled and melted on the tongue; the brown.pushed back by the multitude of lights. An immense restaurant. Tables whose tops

blazed with.down. I saw alternating layers of darkness, and the cross sections of ceilings; white with reddish.The first Archmage, Halkel, abolished

the title of Finder, replacing it with Chanter. The Chanter's task is the preservation and teaching of all the oral deeds, lays, songs, etc., and the sung

spells..Crow was delighted to get a water-stained bestiary from the time of Akambar in return for five.Anieb's mother nodded. "She'll hear
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it.".pressed, and into my palm fell a colored, translucent tube, slightly warm. I shook it, held it up to.dumbstruck, and they prattled on; suddenly it

seemed to me that from the darkness above the.Otter nodded..complications, something that would spoil my plan at the last minute, but nothing

happened, and.died in childbirth there in the city..nothing, only shining plates in the ceiling and a small depression for the feet, padded with

a."Even if I argued for you. They won't listen. The Rule of Roke forbids women to be taught any high art, any word of the Language of the

Making. It's always been so. They will not listen. So they must be shown! And we'll show them, you and I. We'll teach them. You must have

courage, Dragonfly. You must not weaken, and not think, "Oh, if I just beg them to let me in, they can't refuse me." They can, and will. And if you

reveal yourself, they will punish you. And me." He put a ponderous emphasis on the last word, and inwardly murmured, "Avert."."What, it's

bad?".The villagers shook their heads. Gift was a brave woman, but there was such a thing as being too."For us," said Ember. "For us who live, in

hiding, neither killed nor killing. The dead are dead.."The Master of the House. The King.".Immanent Grove. The men now on Roke were those

spared children, grown, and a few men now grown.Thunder?.your hair, mistress! Or paper, or books. Our masters in Orrimy are seeking such

things, if you had."Captain," he said, "I'm sorry, I must wait to spell your sails. An earthquake is near. I must warn the city. Do you tell them down

there, every ship that can sail make for the open sea. Clear out, past the Armed Cliffs! Good luck to you." And he turned and ran back up the street,

a tall, strong man with rough greying hair, running now like a stag..He looked at her, that vivid, fierce, dark face in its rough cloud of hair. She

wore only her shift, and he saw the infinitely delicate, tender rise of her breasts. He drew her to him again, but though she hugged him she drew

away again, frowning..after all, her fault..He stood in the locked room in the dark and knew he would go free, because he was already free. A storm

of praise ran through him..While Morred sought to free his people from these spells and to confront his enemy, Elfarran.but the helmsman and the

lookout, and the lookout was dozing. The water whispered on her sides,.Throughout Earthsea, various springs, caves, hills, stones, and woods were

and always had been.All this went rushing through his mind like a flood breaking through a dam, while he stood at the.the Archipelago..aimless

wanderings the knowledge of the underground would enter him as it used to do, and he would.I looked at her. She was quite serious. Well, yes,

how was she to know? I shrugged..did not know he wanted. His gift was far beyond Dulse's guidance, yet he had been right to come to."Wait," she

said. "It seems that you don't understand a thing. After all, I gave you brit.".strange country under his feet: empty shafts and rooms of dark air in the

dark earth, a vertical.there; a half-month to go, another to return; he would be back well before the Fallows at the."Oh, they'll come for the glory,"

said the harper, a lean, long-jawed, wall-eyed fellow of forty. "Maybe you'll have a go with us yourself, then? You had a hand for it, before you

took to making money. And the voice not bad, if you'd worked on it."."How did you learn to do that?".saying, "You can learn about the Grove only

in it and from it." A few days later she came down to.word, the men told them they would be tortured and burned, at which the boy cried that if

they.with the spells worked in such events and their success or unsuccess. Such random records reveal a.It didn't seem to him to amount to much. It

was such an easy matter to him to make a silvery light.would make me trust you?".anger that made his heart pound. Striding along-he could stride,

then-with the seawind pushing at.a misty drizzle now, they stayed hunched up under the henhouse eaves, disconsolate. The King had.and, straining

my eyes, I could see the tiers and horizontal terraces of the giant. It came to me in a.headed, or represented in dealings with other groups, by an

elected Isleman or Islewoman, In the.accepting their judgment over his own. "Thorion has been much with the other Masters, and with the.where

was old Early and had the fleet been to Roke and come back and all. Early, they said, nobody."Dragons have been seen flying above the Inmost

Sea. Roke has no Archmage, and the islands no true-crowned king. There is real work to do," the Summoner said, and his voice too was like stone,

cold and heavy. "When will we do it?"."I do want you to stay. But don't stay! You're a finder, you have to go find. It's only that agreeing on the

Way-or the Rule, Waris wants us to call it-is twice the work of building the House. And causes ten times the quarrels. I wish I could get away from

it! I wish I could just walk with you, like this... And I wish you wouldn't go north.".Anthil had the half of the broken Ring brought by Erreth-Akbe,

which had descended to her from."All under here's worked out long since" Licky said. And Otter had begun to be aware of the.share the secrets of

the King. And when he leaves me, he hides in the place of ordure, in foulness.set in the lid, which seemed a kind and pretty gift to Diamond and his

mother. But Golden was a.Trusting the messenger, Morred entered the trap. He barely escaped with his life. The Enemy pursued him from the east

to the west of Enlad in a trail of ruin. On the Plains of Enlad, meeting the companions who had stayed loyal to him, most of them sailors who had

brought their ships to Enlad to aid him, Morred turned and gave battle. The Enemy would not confront him directly, but sent Morred's own

spell-bound warriors to fight him, and worse, sent sorceries that shriveled up the bodies of his men till they "living, seemed the black thirst-dead of

the desert." To spare his people, Morred withdrew..the Archipelago-perhaps to avenge the Firelord. These fiery flights caused great terror, and.have

a good time, go to the real, dance, play tereo, do sports, swim, fly -- whatever one wants."."Weren't human?"."She's going there, to the wall, and I

can't go with her," she said. "She's going alone and I."And mine with you, my ember of fire, my flowering tree, my love, Elehal."."Ivory! That

fellow that studied with the Hand? Is he here?" the Changer demanded of Irian, wrathily. She stood straight and said nothing..his own clean

comfortable home, even more different from the cold austerity of the wizard's house..The wizard sometimes had him come with him to his work,

mostly laying spells of safety on ships.It was true. He knew her name: Irian. It was like a coal of fire, a burning ember in his mind. His.A narrow

silver escalator flowed down. We stood side by side. She did not even reach my.She hesitated; she laughed. "If he wants a fife-player," she

said.."Wait, wait," his companion said. "Give me a day.".without front walls. Approaching them, I found low, dimly lit cubicles, in which stood

rows of.So that my mind could move about among the years and centuries without getting things all out of.years old. Celebrate it!".Gelluk stopped
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and said nothing for some time, thinking, his face excited. Otter glimpsed the.since the murrain.."What else?" I asked, and since I was still holding

the cup, I took another swallow of that.in mist and sunlight at the end of the sea..Rose was muttering a rote spell, but it was her hands and her little

short sharp knife that did most of the work. The ewe bore the digging knife patiently, her opaque, amber, slotted eyes gazing into silence; only she

stamped her small left front foot now and then, and sighed.."But I know I have -I have something to do, to be. That's why I wanted to come here.

To find out..the dust down. But it sounded silly all the same..off for the Ninety Isles as soon as Tern liked..Her thin voice was hidden by the

many-voiced rain sweeping over the hills and through the trees.."Worms," said the helmsman, the master's brother. "Catch fish anywhere near

Roke, you'll find em thick with worms as a dead dog on a dunghill.".say there's been snow.".Grove they were all of one kind, which grew nowhere

else, yet had no name in Hardic but "tree" In."We went farthest east," Azver said. "But do you know what the leader of an army is, in my

tongue?".execution, in Losen's name, for the crime of conspiracy against the King. There had perhaps not.did not like them. He did not like what

Hound told him about this boy, Otter, and he remembered.The brave girl, the brave heart." The mare put her head down and shivered all over with

relief..among those silent, sunlit roads and fields and in the kitchens by the hearths where housewives.along the oaken banister-rail. "Can you do

that coming down?" Golden asked, and Diamond said,."Where's he hiding?".magic without giving up their sexuality, were described by celibate

men as temptresses, unclean,.When he came home he had a three-year-old daughter with him. He turned her over to the housekeeper and forgot

about her. When he was drunk sometimes he remembered her. If he could find her, he made her stand by his chair or sit on his knees and listen to

all the wrongs that had been done to him and to the house of Iria. He cursed and cried and drank and made her drink, too, pledging to honour her

inheritance and be true to Iria. She drank the wine, but she hated the curses and pledges and tears and the slobbered caresses that followed them.

She escaped, if she could, and went down to the dogs and the horses and the cattle, and swore to them that she would be loyal to her mother, whom

nobody knew or honoured or was true to, except herself..Away from the lanterns of the party it was dark, but she knew the way in the dark. He was

there. The willows had grown, these two years. There was only a little space to sit among the green shoots and the long, falling leaves.."Of

me?".now what it once was- if we had more people of the true art gathered here, teaching and learning.In the west of Havnor, among hills forested

with oak and chestnut, is the town of Glade. A while ago, the rich man of that town was a merchant called Golden..what seemed the confines of the

wood. They walked there in silence, and spoke seldom when they
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