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Otter could not speak; she had spoken through him, using his voice, which sounded thick and faint.."But you're right, Herbal, we're out of balance,"
said Kurremkarmerruk, his voice hard and harsh. "When and where did we begin to go too far? What have we forgotten, turned our back on,
overlooked?".study with him in South Port for a year, or perhaps longer.".old weavers' quarter. They grew flax on Pody, and there were stone
retting houses, now mostly.he said. "And send the ships out of the bay. What is it you feel? How do you feel it?".dragons will threaten the Inmost
Sea. There will be order, safety, and peace.".Songs, all of which began as sung or spoken texts, were written down and preserved as texts. They.she
flew up the steps and ran clean through the singer -- then hurried on; the one who was.first thing the boy did in the Great House, they say, he turned
the Long Table of the dining hall."My place, then. It isn't worth taking a gleeder. It's nearby.".He could speak his language only with her. And he
had lost her, let her go. The double heart has.Doorkeeper was done. "A woman," he said..and cast no shadow, she knew it..There were no wizards
serving Losen now except Early and a couple of humble sorcerers. Early had.the bed. She was Anieb..THE KARGAD LANDS."Well, he can't lift
the murrain all at once. But seems like he can cure a beast if he gets to it.The guesswork of a wizard is close to knowledge, though he may not
know what it is he knows. The.then, because this boy, this soft-headed, spoiled, moony boy had endeared himself to Hemlock by.get here?"."Even
if I argued for you. They won't listen. The Rule of Roke forbids women to be taught any high art, any word of the Language of the Making. It's
always been so. They will not listen. So they must be shown! And we'll show them, you and I. We'll teach them. You must have courage,
Dragonfly. You must not weaken, and not think, "Oh, if I just beg them to let me in, they can't refuse me." They can, and will. And if you reveal
yourself, they will punish you. And me." He put a ponderous emphasis on the last word, and inwardly murmured, "Avert.".semblance of a fine
staff, coppershod and his own height exactly. "What is the wood?" Dragonfly."I say to."."It is. . . so that. . . in order that it be impossible to. . .
kill.".were reclining, all facing the same way. I went down to the water's edge and saw, on the other.pretty girls were always near him. He drank a
good deal of Gadge Brewer's excellent beer, and.whoever she may be, has no place among the men on Roke. Eh? The Windkey, the Chanter, the
Changer,.there were no clear spaces here. Being a head taller than those around me, I was able to see that."They know the Rule doesn't allow
them.".All this time he and Gelluk were going on farther from the tower, away from Anieb, whose presence sometimes weakened and faded. Otter
dared not try to summon her.."The one," Rose said. As suddenly as the ewe had walked off, she went into her house. Dragonfly followed her, but
only to the door. Nobody entered a witch's house uninvited.."Don't be afraid," Gelluk said, his voice strong and musical over the panting gasp of
the huge.against his arm. He asked her who she was, and what they had done, and how they had done it, but.highly strung, and worn out, having
walked forty miles in sixteen hours without food..Erreth-Akbe slip like the shadow of a great sundial across the roofs below. He gave orders,
and.watermetal's long gone. Listen, young'un, do you even know what cinnabar is?".connection. He-or Anieb within him-could follow the links of
Gelluk's spells back into Gelluk's.hold together and strengthen each other. And those who won't join them stand each alone." The.The name and
office of archmage were invented by Halkel, and the Archmage of Roke was a tenth Master, never counted among the Nine. A vital ethical and
intellectual force, the archmage also exerted considerable political power. On the whole this power was used benevolently. Maintaining Roke as a
strong centralising, normalising, pacific element in Archipelagan society, the archmages sent out sorcerers and wizards trained to understand the
ethical practice of magic and to protect communities from drought, plague, invaders, dragons, and the unscrupulous use of their art..When he was
done Veil was silent a long time and then said, "That was what you meant, when you came here first-I could not save the one who saved
me.".digging for the Red Mother, have you? Did you know the Red Mother before you came here? Are you a.smoke he saw far down the shore.
Behind him were the tracks of an otter's four feet coming up from."I think we might go south again," Tern said, steering for the open channel.
"Towards Pody.".Berry went and fetched his sister, after he had heard Sunbright's tale at the tavern, and San's version of it, and several other
versions already current. In the best of them, Otak had towered up ten feet tall and struck Sunbright into a lump of coal with lightning, before
foaming at the mouth, turning blue, and collapsing in a heap..We have inhabited both the actual and the imaginary realms for a long time. But we
don't live in.cattle were nearby, and went to them. The sickness was very familiar to him now. He felt it in his.sailing up from Wathort. Maybe the
lords there had heard there was a great fleet coming raiding,.dragons had taken to setting fire to boats that went west of Hosk, and harried ships
even in the.shivering arms..founded a school on Roke as a center where they might gather and share knowledge, clarify the.Crow ranted, but at the
mere thought that the Book of Names might still exist he was ready to set.and further weakness among us. I will speak no longer and say nothing
else in her presence. The.stockings on his battered feet and limped into the kitchen. Emer stood at the big sink, straining.Dulse had been unable to
answer at all for a while. Then, stammering, guilty at his ingratitude and incredulous at his obstinacy-"Master, I would stay, but my work is on
Gont-I wish it was here, with you-".threateners..But how did Otter know that?.So they talked, that long winter, and others talked with them. Slowly
their talk turned from vision to intention, from longing to planning. Veil was always cautious, warning of dangers. White-haired Dune was so eager
that Ember said he wanted to start teaching sorcery to every child in Thwil. Once Ember had come to believe that Roke's freedom lay in offering
others freedom, she set her whole mind on how the women of the Hand might grow strong again. But her mind, formed by her long solitudes
among the trees, always sought form and clarity, and she said, "How can we teach our art when we don't know what it is?".heart." The direction on
the outside was the Hardic rune for willow. The note was signed with.thoughtful look..And they talked about that, all the wise women of the island:
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what was the true art of magic, and where did it turn false; how the balance of things was kept or lost; what crafts were needful, which useful,
which dangerous; why some people had one gift but not another, and whether you could learn an art you had no native gift for. In such discussions
they worked out the names that ever since have been given to the masteries: finding, weather-working, changing, healing, summoning, patterning,
naming, and the crafts of illusion, and the knowledge of the songs. Those are the arts of the Masters of Roke even now, though the Chanter took the
Finder's place when finding came to be considered a merely useful craft unworthy of a mage.."Master," Medra said, afoot, "wake up.".slightest
sound reached me, apart from the sharp hiss that announced the passage, in the street, of.It may be that Segoy is or was one of the Old Powers of
the Earth. It may be that Segoy is a name."Oh, it's no good, I know it's no good. Nothing's any good with a drunkard," she said. She wiped.His
father had named him Banner of War. He had come west, leaving all he knew behind him, and had.The evil reputation magic had gained during the
Dark Time, however, continued to cling to many of the practices of sorcerers and witches. Women's powers were particularly distrusted and
maligned, the more so as they were conflated with the Old Powers..young dragon hoards up its fire. And share it. But only here. Pass it on, one to
the next, here,.even then, if a wizard met up with one whose powers were greater than his own, he might be."I think I've found my little finder,"
said Gelluk. His voice was deep and soft, like the notes of a viol. "Sleeping in the sunshine, like one whose work has been well done. So you've
sent them digging for the Red Mother, have you? Did you know the Red Mother before you came here? Are you a courtier of the King? Here, now,
there's no need for ropes and knots." Where he stood, with a flick of his finger, he untied Otter's wrists, and the gagging kerchief fell loose.."We
have to finish the work here," he told her, and she looked at him mildly. All animals were patient, but the patience of the horse kind was wonderful,
being freely given. Dogs were loyal, but there was more of obedience in it. Dogs were hierarchs, dividing the world into lords and commoners.
Horses were all lords. They agreed to collude. He remembered walking among the great, plumed feet of cart horses, fearless. The comfort of their
breath on his head. A long time ago. He went to the pretty hinny and talked to her, calling her his dear, comforting her so that she would not be
lonely..ceilings and concave walls. Ceilingless corridors, at the top enveloped in a shining powder. I.beat his aunt and mother senseless to teach
them not to bring up crafty men. Then they carried.Medra took her hand and put his forehead against it. Telling his story he had kept back tears. He
could not do so now..to board them if they could, and the men I talked to said it was a hard fight just to get away.After the death of Orm the
dragons remained a threat in the West, especially when provoked by dragon hunters, but they withdrew from their encroachments on peopled
islands and peaceful shipping. Yevaud of Pendor was the only dragon to raid the Inward Lands after the time of the Kings. No dragon had been
seen over the Inmost Sea for many centuries when Kalessin, called the Eldest, brought Ged and Lebannen to Roke Island..sent Morred's own
spell-bound warriors to fight him, and worse, sent sorceries that shriveled up.Dragonfly waited. "It's the power, like I said. It comes just so." Rose
stopped her spinning and."Anieb," he whispered, "conic with me".Doorkeeper, you know I'd never question your judgment, but the Rule is clear. I
have to ask what.them had been neither the name of semen nor the name of quicksilver. But his lips parted, his.When he saw it, faint and green
above the misty sea, he cried out-the men in the ships heard the dragon scream-and flew on faster, leaving them to follow him to the conquest..cars,
but I knew that there were no more cars. It must have been something else. Even had I been.Power."."There," Anieb said. She pointed at the
mountain and smiled. She looked at her companion, then."We have to finish the work here," he told her, and she looked at him mildly. All animals
were.such a fool when I'm outside them... When I'm here I can't believe it is a prison. But outside,.Thwil. Dragonfly had gradually become silent
and sullen. She ceased asking her endless questions.THE DARK TIME, THE HAND, AND ROKE SCHOOL.warlords seizing the lands, and
sea-pirates raiding the ports, and bands and hordes of lawless,.It would be Berry at the door, though why he knocked she didn't know. "Come in,
you fool!" she said, and he knocked again, and she put down her mending and went to the door. "Can you be drunk already?" she said, and then
saw him..After this struggle, the line of the Kargish kings continued in Hupun, nominally honored but powerless. The Four Lands were governed
from Awabath. The high priests of the Twin Gods became Priestkings, In the year 840 of the Archipelagan count, one of the two Priest-kings
poisoned the other and declared himself to be the incarnation of the Sky Father, the Godking, to be worshiped in the flesh. Worship of the Twin
Gods continued, as did the popular worship of the Old Powers; but religious and secular power was henceforth in the hands of the Godking, chosen
(often with more or less concealed violence) and deified by the priests of Awabath. The Four Lands were declared to be the Empire of the Sky and
the Godkings official title was All-Emperor..little else of Archipelagan culture, having no commerce, no agriculture, and no knowledge of
other.Anthil had the half of the broken Ring brought by Erreth-Akbe, which had descended to her from.The idea of doing harm troubled her, but
the idea of danger had not entered her mind. She found it inconceivable. "I'll be all right," she said. "So the Namer, and you - and the
Doorkeeper?"."It is the lode," the young man said..vanished in a silent blackness that rose slowly higher. The master looked at that. "Witchwind,
you.throat as he swallowed, and they laughed and chattered, and he shivered all over like a cart horse.women of great power raised the Great House
on Roke. Its cornerstone was set on a hilltop above.great sweeps sliding in their oarlocks, the chained slaves struggling and shouting on
their."Medra," she said. Her sore mouth could not speak clearly. He knelt down and took her hands, looking into her face..who shall know
surely?.The spoken name of a True Rune may be the word it signifies in the Old Speech, or it may be one of the connotations of the rune translated
into Hardic. The names of commonly used runes such as Pirr (used to protect from fire, wind, and madness), Sifl ("speed well"), Simn ("work
well") are used without ceremony by ordinary people speaking Hardic; but practitioners of magic speak even such well-known, often used names
with caution, since they are in fact words in the Old Speech, and may influence events in unintended or unexpected ways..must have inveigled
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Erreth-Akbe into a place where the Old Powers of the earth would nullify his.All the rumors of Roke had said that it was spell-defended and
charm-hidden, invisible to ordinary."The Cavuta?" she corrected me. "It's. . . a sort of school, plasting; nothing great in itself,."You have-" he
said-"you have to go. Back." As he said "Back," his left hand struck down on the air like a knife, and Ayeth fell backward against a chair,
staring..to Roke and find out who I am.."He's dead," she said, "two years. The marsh fever. You have to watch out for that, here. The water. I live
with my brother. He's in the village, at the tavern. We keep a dairy. I make cheese. Our herd's been all right," and she made the sign to avert evil. "I
keep em close in. Out on the ranges, the murrain's very bad. Maybe the cold weather'll put an end to it.".higher levels. Thundering, fluttering the
hair of those who were standing with strong gusts of.decide, act as a man or as a wizard against the wizard who hunted him..listen and begin to
learn. It took them a long time. There was a rivalrous spirit in him that made."Whom do you serve?" asked the shorter and younger of the women,
speaking for the first time. She had a keen, hard face, with long black brows..peoples..Once there in the Grove she had no thought of earning, or
deserving, or even of learning. To be there was enough, was all..movement of my nostrils, my heart working slowly, pumping blood; lights
flickered in the low.IT WAS RAINING AGAIN, and the wizard of Re Albi was sorely tempted to make a weather spell, just a little, small spell, to
send the rain on round the mountain. His bones ached. They ached for the sun to come out and shine through his flesh and dry them out. Of course
he could say a pain spell, but all that would do was hide the ache for a while. There was no cure for what ailed him. Old bones need the sun. The
wizard stood still in the doorway of his house, between the dark room and the rain-streaked open air, preventing himself from making a spell, and
angry at himself for preventing himself and for having to be prevented.."They sent me here. They said, "All the foreigners in one basket."" The
stranger was in his.like all women, she was inclined to babble and gossip, and indiscriminate in her friendships. The.He had lost something and had
to find it. He did not know what he had lost, but it was in the fiery tower, the place where stone stairs went up among smoke and fumes. He had to
go there. He got to his feet and shuffled, lame and unsteady, back down the valley..side of the long swells. Oared galleys seldom went out of sight
of land and seldom rowed through.found he could endure the music if he was dancing to it and talking and laughing while he danced.."I don't care
what's "allowed"," he said, with a frown she had never seen on his face. The Archmage himself said, Rules are made to he broken. Injustice makes
the rules, and courage breaks them, I have the courage, if you do!"."Now the King is in my body, the noble guest of my house. He won't make me
slaver and vomit or cause sores on my body; no, for I don't fear him, but invite him, and so he enters into my veins and arteries. No harm comes to
me. My blood runs silver. I see things unknown to other men. I share the secrets of the King. And when he leaves me, he hides in the place of
ordure, in foulness itself, and yet again in the vile place he waits for me to come and take him up and cleanse him as he cleansed me, so that each
time we grow purer together." The wizard took Otter's arm and walked along with him. He said, smiling and confidential, "I am one who shits
moonlight. You will not know another such. And more than that, more than that, the King enters into my seed. He is my semen. I am Turres and he
is me...".She left. In the air, right before my face, against the background of the seat in front of me,.The first window. Panoramic,
enormous..TARRY'S MALICE had left his nerves raw, and the thought of the party weighed on him till he lost his appetite. He thought hopefully
for a while that he was sick and could miss the party. But the day came, and he was there. Not so evidently, so eminently, so flamboyantly there as
his father, but present, smiling, dancing. All his childhood friends were there too, half of them married by now to the other half, it seemed, but there
was still plenty of flirting going on, and several pretty girls were always near him. He drank a good deal of Gadge Brewer's excellent beer, and
found he could endure the music if he was dancing to it and talking and laughing while he danced. So he danced with all the pretty girls in turn, and
then again with whichever one turned up again, which all of them did.."Why are we wasting time here?" he demanded, as Tern let the bucket down
into the well. "Are you.Knowledge of these places and powers was the heart of religion in the Kargad Realm. In the.hill, into the terrible ground
under him, gone. He was no wizard, only a man like the others,.Printed in the U. S. A..him. Gelluk was powerful, masterful, strange, yet he had set
him free. For the first time in weeks.miserable men dispossessed of their living, driven by hunger to raid and rob.".go tell him that, if you like!"
And so on. Old Daisy went back to her kitchen and old Coney went.old Archmage to come crown him, and he wouldn't come. And there was no
new Archmage. So he took.Diamond had no idea what to say. The idea of its being up to him had not occurred to him. "Do you think I ought to?"
he asked at last..lived all their lives in the Grove, served to link human arts and acts to the older sacredness of.Diamond sat upright and still. He had
been getting some of his father's height and girth lately, and looked very much a man, though a very young one..be no true king of Earthsea.
Mortally wounded in battle against the rebel lord Gehis of the.She lived with Medra in his small house not far from the Net House, though she
spent many days.boys his own age, his own sort, from the respectable families of Glade. Tuly insisted on calling.with a row of high pointed
windows. A group of men stood there, and every one of them turned to.Old Powers, either. Nothing of that sort. Nothing sticky."
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