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When the appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this day is past." And Sherik answered, "The
king hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on
Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in
haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of you is the more generous, this one who
became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become
warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from viziers.'" Then said En Numan
to the Tai, "And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it
be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath
departed from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? And
when I long to look upon thy face, My life is perished with desire straightway..Meanwhile, the governor returned to the youth, who questioned him
of his absence, and he told him that he had been in the city of the king who had taken the damsel. When the youth heard this, he misdoubted of the
governor and never again trusted him in aught, but was still on his guard against him. Then the governor made great store of sweetmeats and put in
them deadly poison and presented them to the youth. When the latter saw the sweetmeats, he said in himself, 'This is an extraordinary thing of the
governor! Needs must there be mischief in this sweetmeat, and I will make proof of it upon himself.' So he made ready victual and set on the
sweetmeat amongst it and bade the governor to his house and set food before him. He ate and amongst the rest, they brought him the poisoned
sweetmeat; so he ate thereof and died forthright; whereby the youth knew that this was a plot against himself and said, 'He who seeketh his fortune
of his own [unaided] might (190) attaineth it not.' Nor (continued the vizier) is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary than the story of the
druggist and his wife and the singer.".? ? ? ? ? Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and
blood (50) I still may smell of thee!.Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..? ? ? ? ? The raven of parting croaks loud at our door; Alas, for our
raven cleaves fast to us aye!.Then they displayed Shehrzad in the sixth and seventh dresses and clad her in youths' apparel, whereupon she came
forward, swaying coquettishly from side to side; and indeed she ravished wits and hearts and ensorcelled with her glances [all who looked on her].
She shook her sides and wagged her hips, then put her hair on the hilt of her sword and went up to King Shehriyar, who embraced her, as the
hospitable man embraces the guest, and threatened her in her ear with the taking of the sword; and indeed she was even as saith of her the poet in
these verses:.As for Mesrour, he gave not over running till he came to the by-street, [wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now the
latter was sitting reclining at the lattice, and chancing to look round, saw Mesrour running along the street and said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Meseemeth
the Khalif, when I went forth from him, dismissed the Divan and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;] whereupon she arose
and condoled with him [for me,] saying, 'God greaten thy recompence for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to her, 'None is dead save
Nuzhet el Fuad, may thy head outlive her!' Quoth she, 'It is not she who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy boon-companion.' And he to her,
'None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad.' And they gainsaid one another, till the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the
sword- bearer to see who is dead. Wherefore it were best that thou lie down, so he may see thee and go and acquaint the Khalif and confirm my
saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad stretched herself out and Aboulhusn covered her with her veil and sat at her head, weeping..One night, when the night
was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice
that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered
him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a
lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and
fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..? ? ? ? ? No sin is there in drinking of wine,
for it affords All that's foretold (117) of union and love and happy cheer..? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were!
How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.So Belehwan the froward abode king in his father's room and his affairs prospered, what
while the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told years, till his charms faded and his favour changed. When God (extolled
be His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day with his chief officers and the
grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now there were present certain
viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to thy wish, so that thou art
become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in him, for that, from the day
of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance, and indeed his favour is faded and his charms changed [with long prison].
What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is others than he who were to blame, and God hath given thee the victory over
them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and am not assured from his
mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power hath he? If thou fear him,
send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of the marches.'.? ? ? ? ?
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Pardon of God for everything I crave, except thy love, For on the day of meeting Him, that will my good deed be..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? But if my
wealth abound, of all I'm held in amity..139. Khuzeimeh ben Bishr and Ikrimeh el Feyyas dclxxxii.129. The King of the Island cccclxxix.? ? ? ? ?
Nor troops have I nor henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my Maker, my voice in praise I rear..?Story of King Ibrahim and His
Son..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".? ? ? ? ? Oft
for thy love as I would be consoled, my yearning turns To-thee- ward still and my desires my reason still gainsay..The Eleventh Day..Ill Fortune,
Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent, i 70..The master of police held his hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the
Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it
descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some standing
around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of
him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are
not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of police held his hand from him also, saying,
"Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..King Ibrahim and his Son, Story of, i. 138..Moreover, he assembled
the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined with them into
many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious
obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs
of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and
their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm
and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed thou describest to me a
masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me
to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and smiting and I held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him,
behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room in waging war with him
and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy questions.'" Then he
recounted to the king all that had passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste,
so we may learn his tidings and question him of his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's presence, repaired to his own
house, where he put off his harness of war and took rest for himself..There was once of old time a foolish, ignorant man, who had wealth galore,
and his wife was a fair woman, who loved a handsome youth. The latter used to watch for her husband's absence and come to her, and on this wise
he abode a long while. One day, as the woman was private with her lover, he said to her, 'O my lady and my beloved, if thou desire me and love
me, give me possession of thyself and accomplish my need in thy husband's presence; else will I never again come to thee nor draw near thee, what
while I abide on life.' Now she loved him with an exceeding love and could not brook his separation an hour nor could endure to vex him; so, when
she heard his words, she said to him, ['So be it,] in God's name, O my beloved and solace of mine eyes, may he not live who would vex thee!'
Quoth he, 'To-day?' And she said, 'Yes, by thy life,' and appointed him of this..?THE TWELFTH OFFICER'S STORY..So he opened to me and I
went out and had not gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to thee; else hadst
thou not come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he will acquaint
thee with strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what befell me.' 'O my
brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of
this.' [But he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a long while, [without farther
news]..A certain assessor was one day taken with a woman and much people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men
came to him and knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak
with the lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not
ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he,
"according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her
mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth."
Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein
the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage
with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged,
and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him,
"I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".Reshid (Er), Tuhfet el Culoub
and, ii. 203..Then he bade fetch the youth and when he was present before him, he prostrated himself to him and prayed for him; whereupon quoth
the king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the folk upbraid me on thine account and blame me for delaying thy slaughter? Even the people of
my city blame me because of thee, so that I am grown a talking-stock among them, and indeed they come in to me and upbraid me [and urge me] to
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put thee to death. How long shall I delay this? Indeed, this very day I mean to shed thy blood and rid the folk of thy prate.".So she gave him the lute
and he forewent her, till he came to the house of easance, and behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled;
but Iblis cheered her with discourse. Then he descended the stair and she followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they
fared on therein, till they came to a horse standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady
Tuhfeh;' and he held the stirrup for her. So she mounted and the horse shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old
man flew by her side; whereat she was affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green
meadow, fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner colours..? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached
my heart and I became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight,
iii. 86..The Seventh Night of the Month..41. Jaafer ben Yehya (229) and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name dlxvi.Whenas mine eyes behold
thee not, that day, iii. 47..? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst
excuse me still..Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put
trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he
is endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he
with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy
memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with
me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God
the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon
himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..Then Selim turned
to Selma and said to her, 'O sister mine, how deemest thou of this calamity and what counsellest thou thereanent?' 'O my brother,' answered she,
'indeed I know not what I shall say concerning the like of this; but he is not disappointed who seeketh direction [of God], nor doth he repent who
taketh counsel. One getteth not the better of the traces of burning by (68) haste, and know that this is an affliction that hath descended on us; and
we have need of management to do it away, yea, and contrivance to wash withal our shame from our faces.' And they gave not over watching the
gate till break of day, when the young man opened the door and their mother took leave of him; after which he went his way and she entered, she
and her handmaid..When the king had departed on his journey, the vizier said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this damsel whom the king
loveth with all this love.' So he hid himself in a place, that he might look upon her, and saw her overpassing description; wherefore he was
confounded at her and his wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so that he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed I perish for the
love of thee.' She sent back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of trust and confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but make thine
inward like unto thine outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and that which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and [women are all of]
one taste. (114) And if thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I will make thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.' When the vizier heard
her answer, he knew that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he repented with the utmost of repentance and feared for himself from the
king and said, 'Needs must I contrive a device wherewithal I may destroy her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.Meanwhile, the wind carried
the two children [out to sea and thence driving them] towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards
of the king of those parts found him and carried him to their master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his
son, giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son, whom he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding
joy, for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till
the king died and they crowned the youth king in his room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs
prospered..When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth from her and locked the door
upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it down and taking the lute, tightened its strings.
Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things [to delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies
and chanting the following verses:.My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare, iii. 134..When she had made an end of her song,
she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away, whereupon the Khalif bade carry her to her chamber. Now he was ravished with
her and loved her with an exceeding love; so, after awhile, he again commanded to bring her to his presence, and when she came, he bade her sing.
Accordingly, she took the lute and spoke forth that which was in her heart and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his
love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him my dear!".Then he turned to the woman and
said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided her and her husband, first and
last, up to the time when they took up their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that which the Magian
had practised on her of knavery and how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and torment, what while the
cadis and judges and deputies hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily, there hath betided thee a
grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'I have no
knowledge of him, save that I leave him no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me the father of
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my children and my father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes brimmed over
with tears at her story..When the evening evened, the king bade fetch the vizier and required of him the story of the journeyman and the girl. So he
said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? "Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content." So runs the rede
'mongst all that dwell in city or in tent..Now the king was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go
to the man whom I purpose to tithe and circumvent him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the
folk; and meanwhile the man is squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions
befall concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then
I take half of his good and return him the rest publicly before the folk and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth
the money returned to be carried before him, whilst he and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have
returned him his money and he himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget
him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand
[of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man,
between whom and the other is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken
the half of his good; and the people praise me.' (243).Then he sent for his daughter, whose name was Jemreh, and when she came, he said to her,
'Harkye, Jemreh! Know that I am going to [meet] the clans of Es Shisban and Queen Kemeriyeh and the kings of the Jinn. If I am vouchsafed the
victory over them, to Allah be the praise and thou shall have of me largesse; but, if thou see or hear that I am worsted and any come to thee with
news of me [to this effect], hasten to slay Tuhfeh, so she may fall neither to me nor to them.' Then he took leave of her and mounted, saying, 'When
this cometh about, pass over to the Crescent Mountain and take up thine abode there, and await what shall befall me and what I shall say to thee.'
And Jemreh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.'.Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and
indeed [the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and
wrapped him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she
rose to her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing,
know that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she
gave her alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..When King
Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in himself, 'I put my trust in God. If He will, I shall overcome mine enemy by the
might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not who I am?' and they answered, ' No, by Allah.' Quoth he, 'I am King
Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they dismounted from their horses and kissed his stirrup, to do him honour, and
said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, my life is a light matter to me and I put my trust in God the Most
High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying, 'May this suffice thee! We will do with thee that which is in our power and
whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee with our goods and our lives, and we are his chief officers and the most in
favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the folk follow after thee, for that the inclination of the people, all of them, is to
thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth you.'.When the king heard this, he said in himself "How like is this to my own
story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I had put him to death." And he bade Er Rehwan depart to his own
house..? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's, whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..He lay the rest of the night in
one of the ruins, and when he arose in the morning, he said, 'None is to blame. I sought my own good, and he is no fool who seeketh good for
himself; and the druggist's wife also sought good for herself; but destiny overcometh precaution and there remaineth no abiding for me in this
town.' So he went forth from the city. Nor (added the vizier) is this story, extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary than that of the king and
his son and that which bedded them of wonders and rarities.".When the king heard his viziers' words, he was exceeding wroth and bade bring the
youth, and when he came in to the king, the viziers all cried out with one voice, saying, "O scant o' grace, thinkest thou to save thyself from
slaughter by craft and guile, that thou beguilest the king with thy talk and hopest pardon for the like of this great crime which thou hast
committed?" Then the king bade fetch the headsman, so he might smite off his head; whereupon each of the viziers fell a-saying, "I will slay him;"
and they sprang upon him. Quote the youth, "O king, consider and ponder these men's eagerness. Is this of envy or no? They would fain make
severance between thee and me, so there may fall to them what they shall plunder, as aforetime." And the king said to him, "Consider their
testimony against thee." "O king," answered the young man, "how shall they testify of that which they saw not? This is but envy and rancour; and
thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt regret me, and I fear lest there betide thee of repentance that which betided Ilan Shah, by reason of the malice of his
viziers." "And what is his story?" asked Azadbekht. "O king," replied the youth,.110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.Officer's Story, The
Ninth, ii. 167..? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A reveller bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..75.
The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshld and Zubeideh ccclxxxviii.Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..When his sister
Selma heard what he said, she could no longer contain herself, but cast herself upon him and discovered to him her case. When he knew her, he
threw himself upon her [and lay without life] awhile; after which he came to himself and said, 'Praised be God, the Bountiful, the Beneficent!' Then
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they complained to each other of that which they had suffered for the anguish of separation, whilst Selim's wife abode wondered at this and Selma's
patience and constancy pleased her. So she saluted her and thanked her for her fashion, saying, 'By Allah, O my lady, all that we are in of gladness
is of thy blessing alone; so praised be God who hath vouchsafed us thy sight!' Then they abode all three in joy and happiness and delight three
days, sequestered from the folk; and it was bruited abroad in the city that the king had found his brother, who was lost years agone..One day, as I
stood in my shop, there came up to me a woman and stopped before me; and she as she were the full moon rising from among the stars, and the
place was illumined by her light. When I saw her, I fixed my eyes on her and stared in her face; and she bespoke me with soft speech. When I heard
her words and the sweetness of her speech, I lusted after her; and when she saw that I lusted after her, she did her occasion and promising me [to
come again], went away, leaving my mind occupied with her and fire kindled in my heart. Then I abode, perplexed and pondering my affair, whilst
fire flamed in my heart, till the third day, when she came again and I scarce credited her coming. When I saw her, I talked with her and cajoled her
and courted her and strove to win her favour with speech and invited her [to my house]; but she answered, saying, 'I will not go up into any one's
house.' Quoth I, 'I will go with thee;' and she said, 'Arise and come with me.'.When the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his hand and
kissed it and drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing the cup
thrice, recited the following verses:.When Er Reshid came to the throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki (156) with the
vizierate. Now Jaafer was eminently distinguished for generosity and munificence, and the stories of him to this effect are renowned and are written
in the books. None of the viziers attained to the rank and favour which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was wont to call him brother (157) and
used to carry him with him into his house. The period of his vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and Yehya one day said to his son Jaafer, "O my
son, what time thy reed trembleth, water it with kindness." (159) Opinions differ concerning the reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but the better is as
follows. Er Reshid could not brook to be parted from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour, and she was
the loveliest woman of her time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou shalt not
touch her." [Accordingly, they were married] and they used both to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise bytimes
[and go forth] from the chamber, and they being both young and filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her. She conceived by him and
bore a handsome boy and fearing Er Reshid, despatched the newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most High
advance it in honour and increase it in venerance and nobility and magnification! The affair abode concealed till there befell despite between
Abbaseh and one of her slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the child to Er Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place.
So, when the Khalif made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the boy and found the affair true, wherefore he caused befall the
Barmecides that which befell. (160).Thereupon there sallied forth to him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and feinted awhile, then came
to dose quarters and exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his gore; whereupon Hudheifeh
cried out to him, saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith! Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a comer-forth [to battle?]" But
they of Baghdad held back froni him; and when it appeared to El Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell upon them and overthrew the
first of them upon their last and slew of them twelve men. Then the evening overtook him and the Baghdadis addressed themselves to flight..? ? ? ?
? p. The Sixteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? How many a king to me hath come, of troops and guards ensued, And Bactrian camels brought
with him, in many a laden line,.3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad xxviii.When twenty days had passed by, each [egg] was hatched,
and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and female, and rear them well. So they did this and it was found a charge unto no one. Then they
waited for them awhile and after this the vizier enquired of the chickens and was told that they were become fowls. Moreover, they brought him all
their eggs and he bade set them; and after twenty days there were hatched from each [pair] of them thirty or five-and-twenty or fifteen [chickens] at
the least. The vizier let note against each man the number of chickens that pertained to him, and after two months, he took the old hens and the
cockerels, and there came to him from each man nigh half a score, and he left the [young] hens with them. On like wise he sent to the country folk
and let the cocks abide with them. So he got him young ones [galore] and appropriated to himself the sale of the fowls, and on this wise he got him,
in the course of a year, that which the regal estate required of the king and his affairs were set right for him by the vizier's contrivance. And he
peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his subjects and returned to them all that he took from them and lived a happy and prosperous life.
Thus good judgment and prudence are better than wealth, for that understanding profiteth at all times and seasons. Nor," added the vizier, "is this
more extraordinary than the story of the man whose caution slew him.".The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of
gold beside the throne, whilst she was amazed at that which she saw in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be
He!) and hallowed Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up to the throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of
mortals, excepting two of them, who were in the semblance of the Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this
there came up a young lady, fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three
women, than whom there were no fairer on the face of the earth. They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them;
whereupon they embraced her and sat down on the chairs aforesaid..A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to
steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief buried
himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were going, behold, there
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came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he,
"I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and
have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE
UNFINISHED CALCUTTA (1814-18) EDITION (FIRST TWO HUNDRED NIGHTS ONLY) OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF
THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan
Shah and, i. 126..So we abode there, daily expecting death, and whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died;
and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five months and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a
certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I
abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but little victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?'
And I dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and
reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to
rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it
entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.Presently,
the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching for them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen
two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.' When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the description of the
two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my
sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?' Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?'
And she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the
merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have
destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over
them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going round
about the sea, in quest of them, but found them not..? ? ? ? ? b. The Singer and the Druggist dccclxxxviii.Then he returned to the city and forgot the
youth; so the servants went in to him and said to him, 'O king, if thou keep silence concerning yonder youth, who would have slain thee, all thy
servants will presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of this matter.' With this the king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,' commanded
the headsman to strike off his head. So they [brought the youth and] bound his eyes; and the headsman stood at his head and said to the king, 'By
thy leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Stay, till I look into his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the slaying of
him will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the prison and there he abode till it should be the king's will to put him to death..Abou Temam,
Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in amazement and perplexity and sinking into a seat, clutched at his
beard and shook it, till he came nigh to pluck it out. Then he arose forthright and laid hands on the youth and clapped him in prison. Moreover, he
took the eunuch also and cast them both into an underground dungeon in his house, after which he went in to Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'Thou
hast done well, by Allah, O daughter of nobles, O thou whom kings sought in marriage, for the excellence of thy repute and the goodliness of the
reports of thee! How fair is thy semblance! May God curse her whose inward is the contrary of her outward, after the likeness of thy base favour,
whose outward is comely and its inward foul, fair face and foul deeds! Verily, I mean to make of thee and of yonder good-for-nought an example
among the folk, for that thou sentest not thine eunuch but of intent on his account, so that he took him and brought him into my house and thou hast
trampled my head with him; and this is none other than exceeding hardihood; but thou shall see what I will do with you.'.151. The Adventures of
Quicksilver Ali of Cairo, a Sequel to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king
of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise,
understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty.
The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of
time..Then he folded the letter and sealing it, delivered it to the damsel, who took it and carried it to her mistress. When the princess read the letter
and apprehended its contents, she said, "Meseemeth he recalleth to me that which I did aforetime." Then she called for inkhorn and paper and wrote
the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? h. The Old Woman, the Merchant and the King dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My
bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.?THE TENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out the knife,
offered to cut off his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his blood and we
be rid of him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings
with] this youth, for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and
except ye desist from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and that the youth is
guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit
him to me and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him and he took him
from their hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk twice and if they
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lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for thee (26) and
answered prayer." (27).Then the Khalif took him into his especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with
himself in the palace and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif
advanced him over them all. Now they were ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es
Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is
told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the
Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's treasuress, whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..74. The Simpleton and the Sharper
ccclxxxviii.They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the master of the house,
with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked lightly, saying
to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and
then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When the young man heard this,
he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the
master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his
occasions.'.Then he took my clothes and washed them and dried them, and put them on me; after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house."
So I returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me, "May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an
one, who used to take of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but henceforward thou wilt never see me more."'.11. The
Voyages of Sindbad the Sailor ccxliv.? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a greeting
debonair,.Then the king sent for the captain of the thieves and bestowed on him a dress of honour, (142) commanding that all who loved the king
should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him. (143) So there fell dresses of honour [and other presents] on him, till he was wearied with their
much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the mastership of the police of his city. Then he bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first and
said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter." "O my father," answered the prince, "I had no fault
[in their eyes] but that I was a loyal counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy good and withheld their hands from thy treasuries; wherefore
they were jealous and envied me and plotted against me and sought to slay me," Quoth the king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O my son;
but what deemest thou we should do with them in requital of that which they did with thee? For that they have endeavoured for thy slaughter and
exposed thee to public ignominy and soiled my honour among the kings.".? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour ,,.Meanwhile, King Azadbekht
and his wife stayed not in their flight till they came to [the court of] the King of Fars, (97) whose name was Kutrou. (98) When they presented
themselves to him, he entreated them with honour and entertained them handsomely, and Azadbekht told him his story, first and last. So he gave
him a great army and wealth galore and he abode with him some days, till he was rested, when he made ready with his host and setting out for his
own dominions, waged war upon Isfehend and falling in upon the capital, defeated the rebel vizier and slew him. Then he entered the city and sat
down on the throne of his kingship; and whenas he was rested and the kingdom was grown peaceful for him, he despatched messengers to the
mountain aforesaid in quest of the child; but they returned and informed the king that they had not found him..Like a sun at the end of a cane in a
hill of sand, iii. 190..Then came forward the thirteenth officer and said, 'I will tell you a story that a man of my friends told me. (Quoth he).Man of
Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the, i. 218..His father rejoiced in him with the utmost joy and his heart was solaced and he was glad;
and he made banquets to the folk and clad the poor and the widows. He named the boy Sidi (3) Noureddin Ali and reared him in fondness and
delight among the slaves and servants. When he came to seven years of age, his father put him to school, where he learned the sublime Koran and
the arts of writing and reckoning: and when he reached his tenth year, he learned horsemanship and archery and to occupy himself with arts and
sciences of all kinds, part and parts. (4) He grew up pleasant and subtle and goodly and lovesome, ravishing all who beheld him, and inclined to
companying with brethren and comrades and mixing with merchants and travellers. From these latter he heard tell of that which they had seen of
the marvels of the cities in their travels and heard them say, "He who leaveth not his native land diverteth not himself [with the sight of the marvels
of the world,] and especially of the city of Baghdad."
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